New Zealand

RED DEVON
Cattle Breeders Association

News Letter  April 2012

www.reddevoncattle.co.nz

www.reddevoncattle.co.nz

President’s Comments
Hello,
What an incredible grass growing season we've had. The best I can remember in the 22years I've
been farming here. On top of that sheep and beef prices have also been excellent, though prices
have eased on the traditional autumn kill. The beef price should climb again as we get into the
winter. Certainly purchasers at the weaner fairs are paying up to $3 a kilo liveweight for the better
traditional cattle. They must be confident of the higher prices returning.
It is good to see New Zealand having such a strong group (ten people) travelling to the next Devon
World Conference, in Brazil, in May. These get togethers along with the Cattle, Bulldust, Breedplan
and the Devon Websites, are the strands that hold the Devon community together. Being the
minnows of the Devon world this outside contact is particularly important for us, allowing us to
find and source new genetics and ideas, it also allows our own pasture based genetics a shop
window. Just a mention about the importance of our herdbook. This is one of the main reasons our
Association exists. A big thank you to those who set it up originally pre 1990. The herdbook
records the pedigrees of our cattle and has been built up at some cost by members over the last 20
plus years. It is our most valuable asset and gives as far as possible a guarantee, to a purchaser of
our cattle. If every animal was DNA tested then it would be a 100% guarantee but DNA testing
would probably double our costs.
Finally the 2012 AGM is in Fielding on June 9th/10th. I will look forward to seeing you there.
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Front Page Photo; Heifers in clover at Wayne and Patricia Aspins Tinopai Stud

COUNCIL NEWS
Your Council had a meeting recently, held at Wayne and Patricia Aspins property Waiuku
Council has approved the semen importation of 4 Bulls,
• Vix Zinger Z120(P),
• Vix Cookie C88(P),
• Gowan Ross Dundas D100 (P),
• Wynstay Coricudgy (P)

NAIT REMINDER
When you have registered with NAIT you will be issued with a number, please give this number to
PBB (PBB is a NAIT-Accredited Information Provider)
For More information on NAIT see www.nait.co.nz

GRADING UP
Council have agreed in principle to Grading up of the Female side only, with further investigation
of the Australian and English systems. We feel we need to align our selves as much as possible with
their systems.

BROCHURE
We are continuing the development of the new society Brochure show casing the Breed. Graeme
Dyke has kindly taken this job on as well as organising society merchandise we will keep you
posted.

AGM
The Date has been set so keep this Weekend free and come and join us on the 9th – 10th June 2012
further details to follow as we make the final arrangements it’s a great time to come and meet
members and share your enthusiasm with your fellow Red Devon Breeders! Venue has been set for
the AGM meeting to be held at PBB in Fielding.

PHOTO COMPETITION!!!
We are running a photo competition open to all New Zealand Red Devon Cattle Breeders
Association members only and photos need to be of pure bred Red Devon Cattle only. The closing
date for entries is 30th May 2012. Any thing you think worthy of entering should be E-mailed by the
above date to our Web master Kevin Fletcher nzreddevons@gmail.com
You could be in to win a cash prize of $100.
We reserve the right to keep all photos submitted for use in Promotions of the Breed, and/or other
uses as we see fit, so get snapping!, the winner will be announced at the up coming AGM.,
on the 9th June 2012.

WEB SITE NEWS
Thank you to those of you who are using the Web site to advertise your cattle this is a very
reasonably priced way for you to get your Cattle viewed. Council have set the price of an advert to
$10.00 for text for 60 days and $2.00 per photo for 60 days please use this site its there for you!
A Calendar has bee added to the Events Page so that members can add any events that they may be
holding on farm or they know of that may be of interest to other members. It is a useful way of
promoting a stud bull sale or open day that you may be holding

NEWS LETTERS
Please keep sending in any interesting or relevant articles, or photos, about the Breed to us; that’s
Jill and Kevin, so we can get a half decent news letter out to you! It really is only as good as the
material sent in to us.

From Devon to Devons
An article from our new Patron Joan Power
What have I learnt from my Devons? There is no book of rules. When I started my herd in 1984 I
was still learning about New Zealand, the seasons were the wrong way round, the sheds and barns
that I associated with farming were not needed, farms (including ‘lifestyle blocks’) changed hands
often and we could buy a 50 acre block near our work. A chance article by Pam Davidge in a
farming magazine set me off. You could buy Red Devons in NZ. I telephoned, read, visited, and
pestered. Eric Rhodes who still had a few of his late father’s herd sold me the five cows he still had
paper work for; Bill Scott had two empty cows with papers, a dispersal sale in Northland sent me

off to Darcy Gilberds’. I now discovered the wide gap between theory and practice in the matching
of herd book numbers. With a female animal standing in front me the tattoo, the pink slip, the sale
catalogue and the herd book number bore no relationship to each other, or to the cow, they referred
to a male animal. I had an embryo herd but I eventually had to resign myself to abandoning hope
with one of my dear ladies, the correct connections could not be found. I slowly expanded, buying
when stock (with papers) was available and using AB. Going to my first AGM I found support and
genuine encouragement and advice.
Because our block was nurturing every known variety of weeds, (how many breeds of thistle are
there?) we were advised to buy some old ewes, I had the advice and help of an older, wiser
neighbour and ended up with 100 Coopworths. Even an old pensioner sheep dog, being a lifelong
“Pommie” dog owner I could not believe the casual gift of “Blue”. She was a genius, a heeler
cross, and, once familiar with the farm she would perform miracles with the only command Go
Back Blue Taught us a lot, on one occasion Stewart and I were standing on two hillocks both telling
Blue to go back, she quietly looked from one to the other and went home. I hate sheep! They are
so much work and are so ungrateful. Being told we should get a ram I read up the veterinary book,
Disaster!! How in the name of fortune could I detect scrotal mange? Puzzle rot? Woody tongue?
Pulpy kidney and suspect feet? Actually when we finally found Ceddie he was no trouble at all.
Lambing was another saga better forgotten. I also flirted with goats for scrub clearance but their
escapology antics wearied me. Back to the Devons and hard labour, Stewart learned to make safe
fences, we had enormous bonfires, we sprayed, we press ganged visitors who came for a break and
went home exhausted. Those who needed fire wood found out DIY was not easy. I learned to ride
a Suzuki mud bug that did at least lessen the hill climbs.
My aim was a breeding herd of twenty cows plus followers and the production of a bull I was proud
to use and others I was happy to sell. It was not a smooth progression. I had black noses, white
splodges, doubtful feet, extras teats, lost calves and, just one, bad tempered mother. She tried to
face me off when her calf was born, and strangely that calf, a bull, would never have been safe he
had a nasty eye, he was steered, and they both left the farm. Planning diverse bloodlines is a
persistent problem for small breeders, 80% success with AB is not good if you only have eight
cows. If you buy a bull you soon come up against close relationships. Do you keep a proven dam
or her daughter who is (on paper) a better breeding prospect? I hated sending good promising cattle
to the yards or works. Culling is a constant worry you have to get rid of potentially good animals
from lack of space. Luckily as my Devons and I became better known I established a customer
base and was able to sell locally. Even found regular customers for weaner bulls.
Just one of the crazy things that happen to keep you alert. I had a very swampy paddock at the
bottom of the farm with an erratic stream along on fence line. Going down with the morning hay,
in pouring rain, clad in oilskins and
gum boots I was sure Angela had
calved yesterday, yet she was lined up
with the rest eating. Counted the
calves and was one short. Frantic
search. At desperation point I knew I
had to cross the stream, now a gushing
torrent and check the far bank, in those
days I had an Irish Wolfhound, he was
very wary of newly calved cows and
gave them a wide berth. Finally found
the new born calf right in the far corner
over the stream, by now a torrent, no
way could the babe (male of course) be left to cross safely. I prodded him up, steered him along to
the only low part of the opposite bank, half carried half dragged him into the water, he struggled I
stumbled but managed to fling him to the safe bank. Ungrateful little beast bawled for Mum and
ran off tail high and hungry. I mean while had fallen and could not stand, my boots had filled with

water and I was not very safe, I yelled for the dog my hero came, crawled down the bank close
enough for me to grab his collar and then stood firm while I found my feet. I always had a bit of a
downer about that calf.
As our first farm and wide spread arthritis had already cost me a hip and knee we decided to find a
kinder home and concentrate on just Devons, by now I was the association secretary, we were using
computer records and becoming more mainstream. The four yearly World Devon Conference had
come to New Zealand and we were keen to join the next tour. We have since visited Brazil,
America, and England, experiences we shall never forget, whatever the strain on finances, farm
cover or domestic upheaval I would recommend you all try to visit at least one “Devon” country. In
2012 the conference is back in Brazil, do go, the contrasts, the country the people are fantastic. And
your fellow travellers teach you so much. Regretfully I do not think I can make the trip, my spirit is
more than willing, but the stamina is suspect.
For the future I hope that an acceptable form of cattle inspection can be reinstated. That all
members bother to keep accurate computer records (they are a fund of information). I believe that
the British system of ‘boxed beef’ could be a useful source of income and a chance to spread the
word about Devons.
Although retired from breeding I still have Devons on the farm. Steers that just grow meat but let
me look out on red, red cattle grazing on the green, green grass.

FROM THE NORTHLAND FIELD DAYS
As is usual our small team arrived at Dargaville at 5.30
on Wednesday to set up the tent and the pens for our 2
animals. Because of other commitments we were not
able to train any new animals so we went with the tried
and true Joy2 (Rata) and her last years bull calf 19, a
halter put on 2 days going down for the first time since
last year and told to remember what it was all about, this
seemed to work well as he led me on and off the truck
for the 3 days. By day 3 he was oblivious to all the kids
and adults pocking and prodding him and wanting him to
stand up so they could guess his weight for the
competition we were running. His weight being 578kgs
at 18months of age a weight gain of 330kgs in the last 12
months.
Our junior ambassador Jamii for the 2nd year proved a hit
with the kids and their parents introducing them to Rata
for a pat or a ride on her back which she took in her
stride as usual.
Even though the gale force winds that were predicted for
Saturday did not arrive we had our cover for our stock
ripped in half before we got there on Saturday morning. Jamil Kingston Relaxes on top of a placid Rata
The cover served us well lasting several years and some
good storms.
Bev Trowbridge and her horned Wiltshire Rams on site again this year creating quite a bit of
interest, with most town kids having to be told they were not goats but sheep. These sheep
complement our Devons in their easy management style, and actually make our Devons look nice
and quiet in the pens as the sheep do not like being handled.
We are most privileged to have 2 past breeders Eileen Porter and Betty Seager spend a day with us
helping to promote our breed, and to all the other club members who gave us some time –
thank you.

As is always the case it is hard to evaluate whether it is worth all the hard work and cost involved
for such a promotion, a plus for the Devons being we were the only cattle on show. This was noted
by the public.
We did have some enquiries as to the suitability of Devons in a cross breeding and heifer mating
programs and it is always good to meet past and present clients by talking to them one gets a better
understanding of what they might require in the future.

A Recent Visit to
David and Lorraine Rooke and the Carrs Island Red Devons
By Eileen Porter
Their property is situated in the Clarence near
Grafton N.S.W, visiting with a friend we
found some wonderful polled and horned
cattle quietly grazing on paspalum cooch and
kiauyu near Pecan Nut trees. This family have
owned Devons for four generations using
polled sports (Natural Polled) and English and
Australian AI Bulls
They have had an amazing season of rains and
grass. We saw a group of prime steers ready
for market at approximately 550 kilos live
weight, he would get about $1.90 per kilo live David Rook With some of this Devons under the Pecan Nut trees
weight much less than our farmers.
The property is prone to flooding when the huge Clarence River rises and as they have walked
around nearby Grafton they flood another three feet
deeper, all goes under except for a high purpose built
mound. Their property is called Ermington after his
great grandfather s land. They move their cattle 100
miles away to a Glen Innes property when the need
arises.
Their present line is by a Garnsony, West Australia
bull hual park vista. David and his mother visited
our Towai Brailands Farm in 1987 and at last I could
return their visit and see there excellent stock. They
hope to visit New Zealand soon to see the cattle here
Dam by Clampit Diamond AI UK and calf by a son of
and catch up with friends
Alderside Lancejack

A dam by a son of Bermerside Magnet, very dark and he
said Arthur saw this bull in England

Members List
As at March 2012

Northland
Baker, Clive
TE WAIRERE

1745

Beazley, Arthur
TAPUWAE

Te Wairere
237 JV Grant Road
RD 3 Wellsford 0973
RD 1 Kaeo 0478

9009

Benson, Pierre
PURIRI DOWNS

1766

Blakely, George & Colleen
Dreadon, David & Sue
PENCARROW

Jones, Tuppy
THELMARA

60a Cowan Bay Rd
RD 3 Warkworth 0983
RD 2 Waiotira 0193
RD 2 Ruawai 0592

0394
2005

Krissansen, Alf & Margaret
McLaughlan, Alisdair & Jean
Porter, Eileen

1888 Hwy 10
RD 1 Mangonui 0494
RD 4 Parua Bay
Whangarei 0174
RD 2 Whangarei 0172
Towai RD 2 Hikurangi 0182

p(work): 09 423 8313 Tues - Fri
mob: 027 476 0232
e: clivebaker@ihug.co.nz
p: 09 405 0690
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 422 3785
e: p.s.benson@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 432 9818
e: George.Blakely@northpower.com
p: 09 439 2154
e: dreadonsd@slingshot.co.nz
p: 09 405 0800
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 436 5827
p: 09 433 1170 fax: 09 433 1170
p: 09 433 4737

Auckland/Central North Island
Askew, Lee
SHEMSHI

1774

Aspin, Wayne & Patricia
TINPAI

165 Darwin Road
Inner Kaiti
Gisborne 4010
RD 4 Waiuku 2684

1729

Couch, John & Gayle
DEVAND

1750

Donovan, Mike & Jenny
PAWERA

1776

Hargreaves, Alan & Joy
KAIPAPA

108 Te Rahu Rd
RD 3 Whakatane 3193
31 Lakemere Way
RD 1 Taupo 3377
RD 1 Helensville 0874

2031

Keeber, Paul & Penny
WINDSALOT

1773

McConnell, Greg & Louise
HAU HIWI

1719

Nash, Colin & Julia
WOODLANDS

Penman, Brent & Sue
OKERERU

2015
1771

Power, Stewart & Joan
ISCA

Scott & Jones,
Lindsay & Linda
KAWEKA SOLO

1777

van der Wiele & Remmelink,
Arnica & Remco
RIU NGA KAKARIKI

1761

Wilson, Warwick & Annie
MOON RIDGE

RD 4 Napier 4184

e: jones.scott@xtra.co.nz

209 Maratoto Road
RD 4 Paeroa 3674

p: 07 862 4545 fax: 07 867 7533
mob: 0272 555 514

448 Rukuhia Rd
RD 2 Ohaupo 3882
39 Pendergrast Rd
RD 1 Pokeno 2471

e:
p:
e:
p:
e:

1772

Wilkinson, Matthew & Tania
MT DEAP

473E Matahi Road
RD 4 Whakatane 3194
Hau Hiwi
294A North Road
RD 6 Thames 3576
Woodlands Road
RD 2 WAIHI 3682
672 Glengarry Road
RD 2 Napier 4182
Isca Farm
RD 1 Whakatane 3191
Scott & Jones Partnership
1731 Puketitiri Road

1749

p: 06 868 7985
mob: 0275 916 015
e: lee.askew1@googlemail.com
p: 09 235 1074 fax: 09 235 1074
e: aspin@ps.gen.nz
p: 07 308 0571 fax: 07 308 0571
e: gayle_pre@msn.com
p: 07 378 4766 fax: 07 378 4766
e: moojuice@slingshot.co.nz
p: 09 420 2063 fax: 09 420 2063
e: alan.hargreaves@bayleys.co.nz
p: 07 219 0018 mob: 021 746 160
e: ppj@farmside.co.nz
p: 07 867 7573
fax: 07 867 7573
e: mcconnell@no8wireless.co.nz
p: 07 863 8833 fax: 07 863 6833
e: colinnash10@gmail.com
p: 06 839 5936
e: morgan.horses@okereru.co.nz
p: 07 312 9569
e: isca@wave.co.nz
p: 06 839 5911

arnica@vanderwiele.nl
07 825 2766 fax: 07 825 2756
mattania@no8wireless.co.nz
09 232 6886 fax: 09 232 6886
moonridgewine@hotmail.co.nz
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Taranaki
Dirksen, Steve & Jill
MANU

Foreman, Stephen & Helen
RUBYFIELDS

Neilson, Rex & Marie
SNAKE GULLY

Schumacher, Bob & Karen
MAUNGAWHIRI

Sisson, Sally
BEACON HILL

1742
1754
1768
1738
1732

Sutherland, Malcolm & Bridget
SUTHERLAND

Watkins & Weeks,
Janice & Rod
MOUNTVIEW

Wright, Roy, Pam & Angela
WRIGHTWAY

1775

1746
1741

35 Manu Road
RD 24 Stratford 4394
931 Upland Rd
RD 2 New Plymouth 4372
377 Dover Road
RD 4 New Plymouth 4374
556 Upper Durham Road
RD 8 Inglewood 4388
PO Box 44
Patea 4545
424 Upland Road

p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:

06 762 8803
sjdirksen@no8wireless.co.nz
06 756 6170
rubyfields@farmside.co.nz
06 752 4158
marieandrex@xtra.co.nz
06 756 8064
maungawhiri@farmside.co.nz
06 273 8080
sallysisson@clear.net.nz
06 755 2503 mob: 021 638 459

RD 2 New Plymouth 4372

e: sutherlandmbnz@gmail.com

Watkins - Weeks Partnership
131 Warwick Rd

p: 06 765 8138
fax: 06 765 8138

Stratford 4332
482 Maata Rd
RD 18 Eltham 4398

e: janice.rod@xtra.co.nz
p: 06 764 8481
e: rawright@infogen.net.nz

Kaituna
RD 8 MASTERTON 5888
2 Monty's Lane
RD 1 Greytown 5794
1065 Pori Rd
RD 6 Pahiatua 4986
Trent St
Rongotea 4865
494 Makino Road
RD 9 Feilding 4779
Brandon Hall Road
RD 1 Bulls 4894
447 Taikorea Rd
RD 3 Palmerston North 4473
Tokorangi Farm
RD 7 WANGANUI 4577
7 Holdsworth Drive
Otamatea Wanganui 4500
357 Millers Road
RD 2 Pahiatua 4982
240 Campbells Road
RD 1 Wanganui 4571

p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
P:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:

RD 3 Blenheim 7273

p: 03 578 0707 fax: 03 578 0708
e: vit.flowerday@xtra.co.nz
p: 03 464 3214
mob: 0275 658 233
e: sean_melinda@hotmail.com
p: 03 540 3022
fax: 03 540 3022
e: barmer@xtra.co.nz
p: 03 614 3739
mob: 0274 355 200
johnsandra@farmside.co.nz
P: 03 303 9004
fax: 03 303 9006

Lower North Island
Davison, Peter and Rose
Downs, Julian
RANNOCH

1767

Dyke, Graeme
TE MAEWA

1707

Fletcher, Kevin
LUNAN BAY

Gates, Donald & Pearl
KARAKA

Harrison, Ruth & David
HARTLAND

Hehir, Chris & Briona
MAGHERA

1769
1709
1747

Kellick, Leslie
McDowall, Ken & Pru
ROTOKAWA

Oliver, Evan & Joanne
MAGNUM

Rippon, Rosemary
TE ORA

1763
1758

06 377 5979
moos4u@xtra.co.nz
06 304 9893
julian.downs@xtra.co.nz
06 376 3966 fax: 06 376 3967
tm-reddevons@inspire.net.nz
06 3248 263
lunanbay.devons@gmail.com
06 323 3408 fax: 06 323 3408
depe@infogen.net.nz
06 322 1805
red_cattle@xtra.co.nz
06 329 7710
hehir@inspire.net.nz
06 342 2823 fax: 06 342 2823
l.kellick@ruralinzone.net
06 347 7860 fax: 06 347 7860
rotokawa.dev@xtra.co.nz
06 376 7727 fax: 06 376 7727
evanjo@xtra.co.nz
06 342 1717
teora.stud@gmail.com

South Island
Flowerday, Ross
TOBAIRLEE

1760

Leslie, Sean & Melinda
FLAX GULLY

Mt Ross
RD 3 Middlemarch 9598
1700

Mercer, Clive & Barbara
PASSAFORD

Squire, John & Sandra

Wright, Richard & Chrisy

1743

40 Aporo Road
RD 1 Upper Moutere
Nelson 7173
RD 14 Cave 7984

118 Lochheads Rd
RD 1 Ashburton 7771
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