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President’s comments. 

A warm hello to all members of the NZ Red Devon Cattle Assn. ; it’s been an unusually dry mild 

July for the North Island but after a wet start to winter there has been some moderate growth and 

the cattle are in good condition.  Private Bull sales are under way with Dairy farmers being the big 

buyers. Some breeders are reporting to be unable to supply the demand.  When selling to dairy 

farmers who intend to use Red Devon over their heifers caution would be prudent particularly over 

heifers that have Friesian blood.  Select low birth EBV bulls from smaller framed cow families.  

Normal sized bulls can be used over M/A dairy cows with no problems.  Last year I sold Red 

Devon bulls to an Ayrshire breeder who mated them over his commercial Ayrshire heifers; he had 

to assist a few bull calves (but no more than full blooded Ayrshires bulls he said), had no losses and 

plans to follow suit this year.  He sells the X Breed calves at one week old in the $80- $160 range.  

They are mainly fully red but some have white on the fore head.  Two 10 month Red Devon, 

Ayrshire 1
st
 x heifers I reared on a dairy cow are keeping up with my full blood Red Devons in 

weight, are a lighter colour, have long narrower heads and are more leggy, but not as meaty 

looking. I plan to unofficially grade up a line from them using only registered Red Devon bulls to 

see how they turn out.  (I can hear Tuppy saying they will be b--mongrels :)!) 

After a period of 4 years of debate, we are now very close to having a NZ Red Devon Genetic 

Recovery Programme in place, for known full blooded Red Devon females who may have been 

privately recorded, or details of recording have lapsed/lost. (Like the Australian Special Foundation 

Animal ‘SFA’ system).  Progeny of these females will be able to be upgraded, by using Registered 

Red Devon Bulls.  Full details will soon be available from the NZ Red Devon Cattle Assn. Council.   

You will now all have your ADL.  This is a good time to register any animal between 12 and 

27months (present rule 8a).  It has been drawn to the council attention that there are some 

commercial animals in the system that have other cattle breeds in their ancestry.  Animals classed as 

Commercial at the moment should be either young pedigree animals or non-registered cows not up 

to standard.  This is not a registry for cross breeds.  If you have animals of this status on Breedplan 

please inform Linda Rule of PBBNZ and they will be removed from the system.  Please do not 

enter their progeny on the calving sheet.  To make things simpler for PBBNZ, think of registering 

all your young stock when the calving sheets come out at the end of the year.  There is no cost to 

registering and you can deregister down to commercial (C) at any time after if your Devon is not 

up to standard.  Remember all commercial or registered cows that have calved at 2year and over 

and are on Breedplan will be charged a herd fee.  When selling, the breeder can only transfer the 

pedigree from Registered Animals.  

The new council has approved the purchase of the Enhanced Mating Predictor for a one off cost of 

$330.  When using Breedplan the breeder can now gain an inbreeding co-efficient, plus EBV 

percentiles for future progeny. Go to Animal Enquiry - Mating Predictor and fill in both parents full 

Herd book numbers to get this information.  

The council turned down the opportunity to purchase the Completeness of Performances Star 

Rating programme.  This was going to cost $400 per annum. Basically, this ranked the breeders for 

the Breedplan services they used. i.e., if you have fully recorded, weighed and scanned, and had 

used these indicators for a number of years, you may be ranked a Five Star Breeder.  Majority of 

Red Devon Breeders would rank One Star.  Some two or three, possible only two would rank close 

to 5 Star at this stage.  The Hereford and Angus Breeds have up taken this programme but the minor 

breeds like Red Devons have turned it down mainly because of the ongoing cost. 

NZ Red Devon Cattle Breeders Assn. By- laws were reviewed at our August Council Meeting with 

some changes being made. Details will be available after the November Council Meeting when we 

will once again review them.  

A warm welcome to new members of the Assn. mentioned below 

Wishing you all a great spring followed by a green summer,  

Wayne Aspin 



 

 

Council:   

Wayne Aspin Ph 09-235 1074 aspin@ps.gen.nz 

Jill Dirksen Ph 06-762 8803 sjrdirksen@gmail.com  
Arthur Beazley  Ph 09-405 0690 tuppyj@xtra.co.nz  

Graeme Dyke Ph 06-376 3966 tm-reddevons@inspire.net.nz 

Louise McConnell  Ph 07-867 7573  mcconnell@no8wireless.co.nz  
Evan Oliver  Ph 06-376 7727  evanjo@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary    

Linda Rule 

 

 

Ph:  

Mail: 

e-mail: 

06-323 4484 / fax: 06-323 3878 

PO Box 503, Feilding.4740 

lindar@pbbnz.com 
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Welcome to New Members 

Heughan Gordon Millstone Red Devons hcgordon@xtra.co.nz 

(Heughan was an Associate member and upgraded to Full Breeding) 

Warwick Gardner Headley Downs Red Devons mariongardner@xtra.co.nz 

Helena Barrio Monte Pahu Red Devons helenabarrio@me.com  

 

 

NZ Red Devon International cattle tour 2014 

Planning is well under way for our tour in February next year.  This week saw the registration forms 

and itineraries go live on our web site.  You can check it out on www.reddevoncattle.co.nz.   

I am sorry we cannot get to every region, but never fear there is the World conference and tour in 

2020.  I do hope everyone will support the tour and help to make our visitors welcome.  

In each area we will generally be at a member’s property or close by for lunch, and again having the 

evening meal either at the hotel or restaurant.  Please think about joining us in your region.  Closer 

to the time we will give you the costing to come along.  In the meantime let me know your interest, 

for catering planning. 

We will be producing a tour booklet. There is the opportunity to advertise your stud in the booklet.  

For members to advertise the cost is: Full page $200; half page $100; Quarter page $50. Please 

contact me for further details.  We will be printing extra so members will get a copy.  We are 

working hard to gain sponsorship for the tour.  If anyone has any contacts let me know and I can 

forward you our sponsor prospectus.  

This is about promoting ourselves, our cattle and our country to our international visitors and 

making sure they have a great time. 

Cheers Karen Schumacher 

 phone: 06 7568064 
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AGM Weekend 

This year our AGM weekend was held in Masterton. The Copthorne Hotel was the venue for the 

AGM meeting and Society Dinner on the Saturday.   

 

It was really heartening to see such a good turnout of members attending both the meeting, Dinner 

and visit on the Sunday to Julian and Fiona Downs Stud in Graytown. 

The Weather was typical for June cool and damp but didn't dampen the spirits of those attending. 

As with last year we held a small quiz at the dinner which insighted plenty of debate and fun. Prizes 

this year were society merchandise, and calving pocket books kindly donated by Graeme Dyke. 

Those that could attend the visit to Rannoch Stud on the Sunday were treated to a very informative 

talk from Julian and Fiona on their enterprise, and a 

very nice sampling of tasty sausages off the  

Barbecue while we were listening and fielding plenty 

of questions to them about the business they are in and 

the continuing journey into the boxed meat business. 

After a lovely warm cuppa we ventured out to view 

some of the cattle close to home as it was too wet to 

go any further that day. 

We then headed back inside for another chat amongst 

those there and some more nibbles then we all headed 

off in our different directions to all parts of the New 

Zealand. 

Thanks to all those who helped 

make this another successful 

Weekend, hope to see more of 

our members next year, we 

never go home feeling 

despondent about the breed 

going forward, but every  

member is extremely valuable 

to the on-going success of the 

Red Devon breed in New Zealand. And getting together on these Weekends are a really great way 

to talk amongst each other about what we are all doing with our Red Devons. 

Jill 

 



 

 

A message from "Inwardleigh" Cave, South Canterbury. 

May was a busy month weaning calves, also selling 90 mixed heifers and bulls to Waituna Station 

in Te Anau, a standing order I've had for the last few years. 

Good dry weather in May made the grass last 

well, putting the stock in good condition for the 

start of winter. Hence started feeding Kale 3 

weeks later than usual due to the grass growth. 

We also had TB testing in this time thankfully 

no reactors, this is done every 3 years. 

June was very wet over 7 inches of rain falling 

in a 5 day period causing serious flooding of 

local rivers, streams, then flooding into farm 

land and closing roads.  Then within 2 weeks of 

all the rain we had 2days 2 nights of gale force nor-westers causing hundreds of trees in the district 

to blow over. This created havoc as they took out many farm fences and power lines causing our 

area to lose power for 4 days. Thankfully generators came in handy for powering what fences we 

still had undamaged and our homes.  So as a result a lot of unexpected fencing has been on the 

agenda plus many days on the end of a chainsaw. Will take some local farmers months to clean up. 

July has been in contrast mild, dry, with very little wind. The calves are still on Kale just hoping 

some grass growth will start soon as they in need of a change. The cows are on hay only, most are 

in reasonable condition. The cows are due to start calving any day soon, so may this lovely weather 

keep with us. 

John Squire 

 

 

Hetero, homo and horns or the genetics of polling. 

Most characteristics of cattle are controlled by a large number of genes, however polling and coat 

colour are controlled by a single gene.  Single genes are made up of a pair of alleles, one from each 

parent.  Which are inherited and is purely a matter of chance. 

If the genes inherited from both parents are the same the animal is described as homozygous (homo 

from the Greek meaning same) for that gene.  If they are different the animal is heterozygous 

(hetero from the Greek meaning other) for that gene.  These genes can also be dominant or 

recessive. 

For most British and European cattle the poll gene is dominant and the horn gene recessive.  P is 

used to represent the polled gene and p for the horned.  Therefore if an animal inherits the poll gene 

from one parent and the horn gene from the other parent, the animal will be polled (Pp), but will 

carry the horned gene. This is described as heterozygous for polling.   If both parents pass the polled 

gene, the animal will be (PP), homozygous for polling and if the recessive horned gene p is passed 

from both parents the animal will be (pp), homozygous for horns.    As the horned gene is recessive 

all horned cattle are homozygous for horns, but polled cattle can be either homozygous or 

heterozygous for polling.  Hence why it is possible to have a horned calf born into a polled herd, but 

horned cattle will always produce horned calves. It is not easy to identify if polled cattle are 

heterozygous (Pp) or homozygous (PP). 

What happens with different mattings? 
Polled homozygous (PP) x Polled homozygous (PP) All offspring will be polled (PP) 
Polled homozygous (PP) x Polled heterozygous (Pp) All offspring polled, half (PP), half (Pp) 
Polled heterozygous (Pp) x Polled heterozygous (Pp) Quarter of offspring polled (PP) and  

half polled (Pp), and 
remaining quarter horned (pp)  

Polled heterozygous (Pp) x Horned homozygous (pp) Half of calves polled (Pp), half horned (pp) 



 

 

In cattle the red coat colour is recessive, so I’m sure if you followed the above you will realize our 

Ruby Reds are homozygous for red coat colour. 

Tinopai IQ Marquis,  

photo taken at 3 yrs old. 

You will see Marquis is polled, 

however as all our cows are horned 

and we have had a few horned calves, 

it is safe to deduce that he is 

heterozygous for the polling gene, ie 

Pp.  Testing via AsureQuality has 

shown him to be homozygous for the 

A2 gene, A2/A2. 

Gayle Couch 

 

 

Dear members, 

With some encouragement from our hard-working newsletter co-ordinator, Jill, I thought I should 

put pen to paper. 

We have moved to Middlemarch, still have to 

move most of the farm gear.  In early June we 

reduced our Devons from 24 to 14, they will 

relocate to our new block in early September. 

I visited the UK in late May for five and a half 

weeks and caught up with family and friends. I 

also attended the Royal Cornwall Show on Friday 

June 7th. Judging had taken place for all the Beef 

Breed Classes on the Thursday.   

The Devons were represented in the Pairs Class 

by Jeff Thomas's bull Bollowal Barrister.  

He was Grand Champion Red Devon 

along with an Eastyard heifer Milly 

carrying the banner for the breed. 

I was fortunate to be away when the 

snow and rain created problems for many 

farmers in the south in early June.  At 

this stage of winter, it looks like spring is 

arriving early with a lack of heavy frosts 

promising good early growth.   

Kind Regards to all,  

Harvey and Virginia Hutchison. 

Middlemarch, Otago. 

 

 

Bollowal Barrister  

Bollowal Barrister& Eastyard Milly 



 

 

Members List  As at July 2013 

Northland       

Baker, Clive 
TE WAIRERE  
 1745 

Te Wairere  
237 JV Grant Road  
RD 3 Wellsford 0973 

p(work): 09 423 8313 Tues - Fri  
mob: 027 476 0232 
e: clivebaker@ihug.co.nz 

Beazley, Arthur 
TAPUWAE  
 9009 

1888 Hwy 10  
RD 1 Mangonui 0494 

p: 09 405 0690 
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz 

Benson, Pierre 
PURIRI DOWNS  
 1766 

60a Cowan Bay Rd  
RD 3 Warkworth 0983 

p: 09 422 3785 
e: p.s.benson@xtra.co.nz 

Dreadon, David & Sue 
PENCARROW  
 0394 

RD 2 Ruawai 0592 
p: 09 439 2154 
e: dreadonsd@slingshot.co.nz 

Jones, Tuppy 
THELMARA   
2005 

1888 Hwy 10  
RD 1 Mangonui 0494 

p: 09 405 0800  
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz 

Krissansen, Alf & Margaret   
RD 4 Parua Bay  
Whangarei 0174 

p: 09 436 5827 

McLaughlan, Alisdair & Jean   RD 2 Whangarei 0172 p: 09 433 1170    fax: 09 433 1170 

Porter, Eileen   Towai  RD 2 Hikurangi 0182 p: 09 433 4737 

Auckland/Central North Island   

Askew, Lee 
SHEMSHI  
1774 

165 Darwin Road  
Inner Kaiti  Gisborne 4010 

p: 06 868 7985   mob: 0275 916 015 
e: lee.askew1@googlemail.com 

Aspin, Wayne & Patricia 
TINPAI 
 1729 

187 Hatton Road 
RD 4 Waiuku 2684 

p: 09 235 1074   fax: 09 235 1074 
e: aspin@ps.gen.nz 

Barrio, Helena MONTE PAHU 
Monte Pahu Farm  
2/294 Limeworks Loop Rd 
Te Pahu, Hamilton 1788 

e: helenabarrio@me.com 

Bracken, John & Margaret 2080 
156 Te Wera Road  
RD1 Matawai, Gisborne 4075 

p: 06 862 4522 Fax: 06 862 4521 
e: brackenenterprises@windowslive.com 

Couch, John & Gayle 
DEVAND 
1750 

108 Te Rahu Rd 
RD 3 Whakatane 3193 

p: 07 308 0571   fax: 07 308 0571 
e: gayle_pre@msn.com 

Donovan, Mike & Jenny 
PAWERA  
1776 

31 Lakemere Way 
RD 1 Taupo 3377 

p: 07 378 4766   fax: 07 378 4766 
mob: 0272 009 426 
e: moojuice@xtra.co.nz 

Hargreaves, Alan & Joy 
KAIPAPA  
 2031 

RD 1 Helensville 0874 
p: 09 420 2063   fax: 09 420 2063 
e: alanandjoy.harg@xtra.co.nz 

Keeber, Paul & Penny 
WINDSALOT 
 1773 

473E Matahi Road  
RD 4 Whakatane 3194 

p: 07 219 0018   mob: 021 746 160 
e: pkeeber@gmail.com 

Mansfield, Ron 
AWH 
1780 

PO Box 2674 Shortland St, 
Auckland 1140 

p: 09 235 1680  fax: 09 368 4473 
mob: 021 606 127 
e: ron@ron.co.nz 

McConnell, Greg & Louise 
HAU HIWI 
 1719 

Hau Hiwi 
294A North Road 
RD 6 Thames 3576 

p: 07 867 7573   fax: 07 867 7573 
e: mcconnell@no8wireless.co.nz 

Nash, Colin & Julia 
WOODLANDS 
 2015 

Woodlands Road 
RD 2 WAIHI 3682 

p: 07 863 8833   fax: 07 863 6833 
e: colinnash10@gmail.com 

Penman, Brent & Sue 
OKERERU 
 1771 

672 Glengarry Road 
RD 2 Napier 4182 

p: 06 839 5936 
e: morgan.horses@okereru.co.nz 

Power, Stewart & Joan ISCA 
Isca Farm  
RD 1 Whakatane 3191 

p: 07 312 9569 
e: isca@wave.co.nz 

Scott & Jones, Lindsay & Linda 
KAWEKA SOLO 
 1777 

1731 Puketitiri Road  
RD 4 Napier 4184 

p: 06 839 5911 
e: jones.scott@xtra.co.nz 

van der Wiele & Remmelink,  
Arnica & Remco 

RIU NGA KAKARIKI 
 1772 

209 Maratoto Road  
RD 4 Paeroa 3674 

p: 07 862 4545   fax: 07 867 7533 
mob: 0272 555 514 
e: arnica@vanderwiele.nl 

Wilson, Warwick & Annie 
MOON RIDGE 
 1749 

39 Pendergrast Rd  
RD 1 Pokeno 2471 

p: 09 232 6886   fax: 09 232 6886 
e: moonridgewine@hotmail.co.nz 

Taranaki       

Dirksen, Steve & Jill 
MANU 
 1742 

35 Manu Road  
RD 24 Stratford 4394 

p: 06 762 8803 
e: sjrdirksen@gmail.com 

Foreman, Stephen & Helen 
RUBYFIELDS 
 1754 

931 Upland Rd  
RD 2 New Plymouth 4372 

p: 06 756 6170 
e: rubyfields@primowireless.co.nz 

Holmes, Stev & Deb  
HOLMESTEAD 
1783 

380 Hursthouse Road 
RD9 Inglewood 4389 

p: 06 756 9198 fax:   
mob: 0274 710 921 
e: s.dholmes@xtra.co.nz  



 

 

Neilson, Rex & Marie 
SNAKE GULLY 
 1768 

377 Dover Road  
RD 4 New Plymouth 4374 

p: 06 752 4158 
e: marieandrex@xtra.co.nz 

Schumacher, Bob & Karen 
MAUNGAWHIRI   
1738 

556 Upper Durham Road 
RD 8 Inglewood 4388 

p: 06 756 8064e: 
maungawhiri@farmside.co.nz 

Sisson, Sally 
BEACON HILL 
 1732 

PO Box 44, Patea 4545 
p: 06 273 8080 
e: sallysisson@clear.net.nz 

Sutherland, Malcolm & Bridget 
SUTHERLAND 
 1775 

424 Upland Road 
RD 2 New Plymouth 4372 

p: 06 755 2503   mob: 021 638 459 
e: sutherlandmbnz@gmail.com 

Weeks, Janice & Rod 
MOUNTVIEW 
 1746 

Weeks Partnership  
195 Upper Turangi Road  
RD 43 waitara 4383 

p: 06 754 6956   fax: 06 765 8138  
mob: 027 441 2250 
e: janice.rod@xtra.co.nz 

Wright, Roy, Pam & Angela 
WRIGHTWAY 
 1741 

482 Maata Rd 
RD 18 Eltham 4398 

p: 06 764 8481 
e: rawright@infogen.net.nz 

Lower North Island     

Davison, Peter & Rose   
Kaituna 
RD 8 MASTERTON 5888 

p: 06 377 5979 
e: moos4u@xtra.co.nz 

Downs, Julian 
RANNOCH 
 1767 

2 Monty's Lane 
RD 1 Greytown 5794 

p: 06 304 9893 
e: julian.downs@xtra.co.nz 

Dyke, Graeme 
TE MAEWA 
 1707 

1065 Pori Rd 
RD 6 Pahiatua 4986 

p: 06 376 3966   fax: 06 376 3967 
e: tm-reddevons@inspire.net.nz 

Fletcher, Kevin  PO Box 251 Rongotea 4865 
p: 06 3248 263 
e: lunanbay.devons@gmail.com 

Gates, Don & Pearl 
KARAKA 
 1769 

494 Makino Road  
RD 9 Feilding 4779 

p: 06 323 3408   fax: 06 323 3408 
e: karakadevons@xtra.co.nz 

Gardner, Warwick HEADLEY DOWNS 
594 Mikimiki Road 
RD 1, MASTERTON 5881 

P:   fax:    
e: mariongardner@xtra.co.nz 

Gordon, Heughan  
MILLSTONE 
2079 

1796 Waimarama Road 
RD12 Havelock North 4294 

P: 06 874 6195  fax: 06 874 6195 
e: hcgordon@xtra.co.nz 

Harrison, Ruth & David 
HARTLAND 
 1709 

Brandon Hall Road 
RD 1 Bulls 4984 

p: 06 322 1805 
e: red_cattle@xtra.co.nz 

Hehir, Chris & Briona 
MAGHERA 
 1747 

447 Taikorea Rd 
RD 3 Palmerston North 4473 

p: 06 329 7710 
e: hehir@inspire.net.nz 

Kellick, Leslie  
Tokorangi Farm  
RD 7 WANGANUI 4577 

p: 06 342 2823   fax: 06 342 2823 
e: l.kellick@ruralinzone.net 

McDowall, Ken & Pru ROTOKAWA 
7 Holdsworth Drive  
Otamatea Wanganui 4500 

p: 06 347 7860   fax: 06 347 7860  
e: rotokawa.dev@xtra.co.nz 

McQuade, Brendan 
TAUHARA 
 1782 

75 Tauhara Road 
RD 9 Hastings 4112 

p: 06 874 3948  mob: 021 430 202 
e: brendanmcquade@hotmail.co.nz 

Oliver, Evan & Joanne 
MAGNUM 
 1763 

357 Millers Road  
RD 2 Pahiatua 4982 

p: 06 376 7727   fax: 06 376 7727 
e: evanjo@xtra.co.nz 

Rippon, Rosemary 
TE ORA  
 1758 

240 Campbells Road 
RD 1 Wanganui 4571 

p: 06 342 1717  
e: teora.stud@gmail.com 

Simons & Patterson,  
Micheal & Karen 

SPRINGBROOK 
 1783 

1047 Blue Mountains Road  
RD 1 UPPER HUTT 5371 

p: 04 528 8272  mob: 021 79 79 68 
e: karencpatterson@gmail.com 

Wills, Don & Jeanette 
WILLSNET  
1786 

412 Fabians Road 
Greytown 5794 

mob: Don 021 914 631 
mob: Jeanette 021 025 191 88 
e: nettie.don@xtra.co.nz 

South Island    

Flowerday, Ross 
TOBAIRLEE 
 1760 

RD 3 Blenheim 7273 
p: 03 578 0707   fax: 03 578 0708 
e: vit.flowerday@xtra.co.nz 

Hutchison, Harvey and Virginia 
OAK TREE  
 1779 

89 Browns Rd 
Middlemarch, 9597, Otago 

p: 03 464 3133   fax: 03 464 3133    
e: domino.hutchison@xtra.co.nz 

Leslie, Sean & Melinda 
FLAX GULLY 
 1700 

Mt Ross  
RD 3 Middlemarch 9598 

p: 03 464 3214  mob: 0275 658 233 
e: sean_melinda@hotmail.com 

Mercer, Clive & Barbara 
PASSAFORD 
 1743 

40 Aporo Road  
RD 1 Upper Moutere  
Nelson 7173 

p: 03 540 3022   fax: 03 540 3022  
e: barmer@xtra.co.nz 

Squire, John & Sandra   RD 14 Cave 7984 
p: 03 614 3739  mob: 0274 355 200  
e: johnsandra@farmside.co.nz 

Wright, Richard & Chrisy   
118 Lochheads Rd 
RD 1 Ashburton 7771 

p: 03 303 9004   fax: 03 303 9006 
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