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President’s comments.

Hello everyone,

It is encouraging to see we have a number of new members and in particular that the Aspin stud has
remained within the Association. | am receiving a steady number of enquiries from potential
members and from people wanting to buy cattle. This shows our breed is gaining wider recognition
for its fantastic attributes.

It is also a reflection of the changing world of the consumer who are asking questions about where
their food is coming from. My congratulations to Lee Askew, her work and the DVD which tells
her story is an inspiration.

As you all start to think about next season remember the Association has semen available. The
back ground of both bulls has no Saler, something we are proud of. | am aware of some semen
which has been brought into New Zealand which has Saler in the background, and these animals
would not meet our pedigree standard, something which we must protect. If you are looking to buy
any semen please check with Kevin or me, we are happy to do the background research for you.
The temperament of our Red Devon is one of its key traits. It is the first thing you lose when
bringing in other breeds, and it is the hardest thing to regain.

The weather has been very challenging here in Taranaki. The recent cyclone has caused a lot of
damage. We are working through the damage on our home farm and on the run off. A hay shed
written off, the bobby calf pen smashed and scattered over three paddocks, trees down everywhere.
We are waiting for the insurance people, however there is so much damage it is taking time to get
signed off. The next step then is to go on the long waiting list for the shed replacement. Never
mind at least no-one is injured.

You will all receive notice shortly on the date and location of our AGM. We need to start planning
for the next world conference in 2020, it will sneak up on us before we know it.

Best wishes

April 2018.
Karen Schumacher

maungawhiri@gmail.com
Phone 06 7568064
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A couple of heifers at Manu Red Devon Stud

Members List (click here)
Welcome to New Members; l
Bruce & Vicki Didsbury, Orere, near Castlepoint .

lan and Maggie Hutchinson, Ahuroa, Warkworth
Brendon and Leona Barnes, Suhail, Katikati
Robert (Bob) Sadler, Tukuperu, New Plymouth

Important Dates to Remember;

30" April Membership Subscriptions Invoiced

March to May AGM

30" June ADL’s sent out

30" July ADL’s Returned no later than

10" August Calf Entries sent out

30™ September Annual animals fees cows invoiced

31" December Balance Date; end of financial year

31" January Calf entry sheets cut off

2nd of every month Group Run Cut off for the performance recording reports

Just a quick word on the web-site,

. . - o ——r
I hope everyorle will have noticed a new Iogo f)n the vyebsne PGG Wrightson
PBBNZ working on behalf of the breed societies applied for and was

able to gain three years sponsorship through PGG Wrightson Ltd. We would very much like to
thank PGG Wrightson Ltd. and PBBNZ for your support.

There are now many people that follow the ‘Buy/Sale Cattle’ page on the web-site. Some adverts are
responded to almost as soon as they are posted on the page. This is a great opportunity to market
your cattle where your advert is not lost in the noise of other types of advertising.

If you are looking to promote your stud then do have look at a Stud Profile, to put the message out
about your stud and the progress it is making.
Both the Stud Profile and Web Adverts are FREE to full members

I would like to thank everyone that has contributed to the newsletter, to make it an interesting and
informative read.
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Is 2018 the year you become a critical farming partner?

I have recently been pushed right out of my comfort p— r
zone and agreed to help make promotional videos ' /- 1 ' 1 H ‘ HJ
for two courses | have enrolled in. ] | i

R

The title said it all to me as that's what | needed to do.
I heard about the course through our local group,
Farming Women Tairawhiti (FWT). | went to a Mix i E
& Mingle night in February 2016. | wasn't sure about i
going as such an event wasn't my cup of tea, but my
head was screaming "I need help™. | met a group of
amazing women who have supported me through the last two years. | completed the course in
2016. As | say in the video it put me on the right track. | would recommend the course to Farming
Women with or without formal Agricultural training. | had forgotten mine from nearly 30 years
ago! The course also offers training and support to how to become a "Critical Farming Partner™ in
" your business.

At the 2017, Mix & Mingle the Primary ITO was

. promoting the Agri Business Management Diploma
Level 5. The natural next step to build on the skills
and understanding from the first course. There was
no choice if | wanted my business to work.

To date I have completed Strategic Planning,
Human Resource Management and just started the
Financial Planning module.

Those that know me will have said, "How can you possibly do it
all". Well since 2015, | have just kept going pushing myself more
and more. As the spring calving 2017 approached I started to
panic, | couldn't work full time, potentially help cows calving
overnight. That's what happened in 2016 and it wasn't fun. |
attended a FWT focus day, 'Soil to Soul' and one slide clearly
described me as not just surviving but burning out. I applied for
ten weeks leave and had a much better calving experience. |
went back to work and it hit me, | can't do this.

On January 12th 2018, I left the Police after 20 years here and
in the UK.

As part of my business plan, Villa Shemshi is open for Farmstay
and B&B.

Where did I find the time to go out to work?

The first was, Understanding your Farming Business. ?

Lee Askew

Understanding Your Farming Business  With the help of Red Meat NZ we are bringing
awdt.org.nz Understanding Your Farming Business out to

32 locations across NZ this year. Register now
. and make 2018 your year to develop the skills
g =§:fi'..1 = AWDT'.. and conflo_lence to participate more fully in
" your farming business, and the networks to
support your continued growth.


https://www.facebook.com/redmeatnz/
http://www.awdt.org.nz/programmes/Understanding-your-farming-business/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lSpvlspwiS2cJ6NZA3LflZL54vD77I98/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc1Ufo0poDg

Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD)

In my area around the Hauraki Plains we finally have a large proportion of farmers now keeping a
check on their BVD status via sampling of the vat of milk during the season. New infections or
previous infections can be monitored by looking for virus or antibody in the vat of milk. Thisisa
very useful and a non-invasive way on keeping an eye on potential issues or new infections
affecting not only reproduction but also the expression of another disease like Neospora which
causes abortion in cattle. It is a pity as beef farmers we do not have the convenience of a vat of
milk to test but as many of us supply bulls to the dairy industry it is vital we all do our bit to test
these for virus before sale.

Yes it is a cost but it doesn’t have to be done by a vet as you can buy your own punch kit and
sample pouches from Genemark and take the samples yourself and then drop them into your vet.

The Punch biopsy leaves a small puncture <lmm across The self-contained pouch with tissue sample
The photos here are of an older model. Different makes and models are available

Selling a bull with a BVD infection to another stud or dairy farm is a disaster (one case this season
had not one heifer in calf but fortunately not linked to a Devon bull). Every time you buy a bull you
must ask to see a blood test result for the BVD virus and if this hasn’t been done then only agree to
purchase once it is certified BVD virus negative. This could be written as BVD Antigen test or
BVD PCR test. These two tests are testing for the actual virus. All bulls should be tested ideally as
youngsters and then should be vaccinated. That is the gold standard for a BVD program or you
could test the bull and inform the purchaser that it needs to be vaccinated or offer to do it but add
that cost to the purchase price. Ideally a bull should have had two shots a month apart before he
leaves your farm to go on a truck (that could have the virus on it if there has been an infected
animal leaving hair or dung in it). Virus is in every tissue, in saliva and the highest concentration is
on the hair when you have an infected animal. There has also been a famous case in a bull that had
an BVD infection contracted after birth, cleared the infection from the blood as it tested negative
(usually takes a couple of weeks to clear an infection) and he was subsequently used for semen
collection. Unfortunately, in this case this bull did not clear the virus from the testes with
consequent dire results).

An Outbreak of BVD Pi Carrier Calves in a 300-Cow Jersey Herd

Mycoplasma bovis infection

By all accounts the future does not look good for eradication. | hope | am wrong. This will be
another drain on farm finances to add to the tick borne Theileria that has spread around the country.
If you want to maintain your herd free of this awful disease start now to get procedures in place for
visitors to your farm do your homework when you buy stock. This would include truck drivers,
vets, stock agents or neighbours. From a veterinary point of view one thing that really frustrates us
is the lack of a brush, buckets of water or a hose and lack of disinfectant on farm. Despite


http://www.controlbvd.org.nz/sites/default/files/An_outbreak_of_BVD_PI_calves_in_a_300-cow_jersey_herd.pdf

numerous requests over the years in newsletter’s we routinely finish a job on a farm and they have
to go hunting to find tools and water to clean up with after the job.

Next thing would be to look at the boundary fences with neighbours so the nose to nose
contact/close contact is negated. What about running an extra hot wire inside the boundary and
planting a couple of rows of trees and in filling with bee and bird friendly natives trees and flaxes
thus helping several ecosystems as well as protecting against M. bovis? | see there could be
funding for planting trees under the Labour policy when the area is 2 or more hectares. Maybe
down the track there could be carbon credits obtainable from tree planting.

What is Mycoplasma bovis?

The Biosecurity WOF — a useful checklist to help protect your own farm

Mycoplasma bovis Webinar

Dung beetles.

This is our third season with these little r
critters present on our hill block. | have o ¢ . .
always been keen to get these established
as there are many benefits for the soil
having this new team of workers. They
add to the integrated parasitic worm
management tool for our young stock in
addition to possibly reducing fertilizer
costs down the track.

Our goal is minimal or no use of worm
drenches. If you have dung beetles
Cydectin is known to not adversely affect
these little critters (yes oral and pour on
products will come out in the dung of treated cattle)! We use the Devon’s with calves at foot as the
cleaning tool to run behind the dairy calf mob to reduce worm eggs on pasture. Now having cow

pats being carted off down holes up to 30 cm deep is yet another way of putting carbon into the soil,
aerating the soil, forming water channels in the soil, moving other microbes into the soil profile and
also reducing parasitic larval contamination on pasture. I'-—..—————
After the release of three different colonies three years ago we

were warned that we wouldn’t see them for a few years. Well in
our case we were lucky as after the first cycle one must have gone
for a flight to find a new cow pat only to land in our trough. This
was the beautiful big blue dung beetle Geotroupes spiniger which
IS an inch or more in size. Fortunately it had not drowned!

I rehomed it in a fresh cow pat — stunning how quickly such a
large beetle can disappear into one! Then the following year on
the other side of the hill another trough and another beetle having
a swim. Fast forward to 2 March this year Greg was fencing and
digging a pad for a trough beside a dung pile and yes he found a
big blue beetle. When | got home he rang saying he found
another down the bottom of his trench he was digging for the pipe
line.

What is comforting is that like others around New Zealand we had

-

a horrendously wet winter and spring and | feared that the dung beetles may have been either
drowned out or damaged by deep pugging but at least this one has so far come through to breed


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2o0v4vnSJg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.dairynz.co.nz/media/5788853/biosecurity-wof-a4-brochure.pdf
https://youtu.be/0jcMotSaRa8

again. I have not seen evidence of the other two colony types yet but they were smaller beetles and
perhaps do not burrow so deep.

May be they were not so lucky. There is another farmer at Kawhia who has also had a good
response with the same big beetles but like us has not seen Binodis or Taurus.

These beetles should have been introduced with cattle when they were imported into New Zealand
many decades ago. On my numerous flights around the Hauraki Plains in summer there are vast
numbers of dried cow pats easily visible from the sky and no doubt most of this carbon ends up in
the air instead of helping boost water retention of the soil. (I am thinking these cows cannot enjoy
eating around so many dry crusty cow pats in their paddocks). As more carbon is built into the soil
water holding capacity rises. In these times of prolonged dry periods may be dung beetle
establishment on farm is one more tool most cattle farmers could benefit from.

Louise McConnell

Wickton Red Devon Report

So 12 months on, as I normally write in the Christmas cards, “Where did the year go™?

From a farm perspective we have been unusually fortunate having had a damp summer once we got
in to January, after a dry December. I was offered a unit load of ‘certified organic Hawke’s Bay
hay’ to be made in November. However it didn’t arrive until February as the Hasting’s farmer
couldn’t get three dry days together. By which time we had made hay ourselves, so split the load
with organic dairy farming friends up the road.

Croyde (Woodlands) has left a uniform bunch of calves, well put together with some stretch, and
we have a good crop of heifers to grow on, plus a bull calf we kept entire that was too good to steer
with the rest, our focus being Organic finished beef. As visitors observed on the herd visit, our
rising 3’s were running to fat, and the result was a couple of difficult calvings. The management of
our cows and heifers has changed to reflect the breed’s wonderful feed conversion.
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Te Maewa 666/09 and her heifer calf \ Woodlands Angela 141 and her calf

by Tapawae 912 Wickton Emblem by Croyde

Manu Toss has proven to be ideal over the younger heifers, and produced some good calves out of
the crossbreds. He has however recently developed a new and unwelcome skill, that of pushing
fence standards over with his head. 20 Strainrite Duratop Hotposts were purchased this week for
education purposes!

The dairy heifers have grown on well after a challenging late winter. There were a few short nights
during mating, when a chorus of 6 Jersey and 2 Red Devon bulls would start yodelling at each other
at 2.30am. The farm looks well going in to Autumn, with feeding out a few weeks away, which is
unusual for us in March.



During the last 12 months | have been fortunate to
attend a couple of thought provoking seminars.
Firstly, a presentation by Dr Christine Jones, a
globally renowned soil scientist. Talking about
pasture management to sequester carbon and lessen
the impact of potential climate change. And more
recently | was at a well attended talk given by

Dr Paul Detloff, the chief vet aligned to America’s
largest Organic Dairy Co-operative, he referred to

Red Devon as the perfect breed for beef production.

My reference library is growing steadily, and at
Christmas | received a copy of Red Rubies, A
History of the Devon Breed of Cattle, written by
Clive Thornburn. A slightly biased book, but with

enough photos and content to fill in a few blanks for

A heifer by Champson Defender with her First calf

me. I guess my mantra should be, “Still living, still learning”.

Researching pedigrees has always been an interest for me from an early age growing up around
pedigree Herefords, and later with Friesians. It usually identifies a certain amount of predictability

both desirable and undesirable in certain
bloodlines, and has helped formulate a direction.

We managed to get some Champson Defender
semen in to New Zealand via Genetic Enterprises,
who we have worked with before when importing
British Friesian semen. Robert James sent extra
straws to sell on his behalf. Through steady
demand, there are only a handful left, though
possibly more could be made available. Potentially
MPI’s course of action with Mycoplasma Bovis
could limit importation of semen from any breed.

Why Defender? Well he was originally bought by
Robert (an organic farmer and qualified butcher
with his own abattoir), who knows his way around
a quality carcass. Defender’s pedigree is stacked
with iconic bloodlines, some of which not
previously available in New Zealand. His sire,
Primore Thorald produced a consistent line of
profitable cattle at Champson, and his dam line the
Tulips, have also proven very prepotent.

I include the latest current advert for Defender, and
a previously unpublished photo of a first calf heifer
by him.

Steve Harris

CHAMPSON DEFENDER

Semen For Sale in the UK and for Export
At £14,000gns the highest price Red Ruby
Bull sold at a society sale
No saler or polled blood lines
Semen now exported to New Zealand and Australia

22 month old Bull sold for £3,000gns

Organic Meat

Two 18 month Heifers

Tel: 01837 810845
E: ajlane1@btinternet.com | www.andrewlane.biz

ROBERT. K. JAMES T:01548 581052










