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President’s comments.
Another year nearly over. Here in Waihi we have had some much needed rain over night.
Hopefully the looming dry won't eventuate.
I have just come back from our council meeting held at PBB, Fielding on 3rd December. A full
day from 9.30am to 4pm. The most time was spent talking about a grading up system. We are
working towards setting one up and are sorting out the details. Graeme Dyke is going to try and
make a draft of the new by-laws which will incorporate the new grading up system, not an easy
task. Once we adopt the new proposals we will still have the most stringent systems in place to
maintain purity and integrity of our cattle, the toughest in the world. As the detail is finalised I will
keep you informed.
Other topics discussed at the meeting were a possible mini stud tour for overseas visitors in 2014.
At the moment we are waiting on responses of interest from overseas. Also discussed was the
hosting of two Brazilian graduates for a period through a University (possibly Waikato), where they
will be doing work trying to identify any advantages or points of difference Devons have over other
beef breeds. Karen Schumacher is coordinating this project and making things happen. These
students will be spending time studying the same project in the other countries that breed Devons.
Hopefully something really useful will come out of this.
Registration of cattle was also reviewed and what to do with commercial cattle outside the herd
book. No decisions on these issues so far. Finally there was a feeling that the council was not
communicating with the membership well enough. Members don’t know what’s going on! We will
try and improve in this area. Feed back is always welcome positive or negative.
Have a happy Christmas and a damp New Year.
Colin.
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Front page is from a photo supplied by Sue and David Dreadon a fine pair of Devon Draft Oxen

Welcome to New Members
Ron Mansfield, of Awhitu Heights Ltd in the Auckland area
Stev & Deb Holmes, of HOLMESTEAD from Inglewood, Taranaki
Don & Jeanette Wills, of WILLSNET from Greytown, Wairarapa
Geoffery McLennon& Michaela Mullen, of Outram, Otago
Heughan Gordon, of Havelock North, Hawke’s Bay
Best Wishes and a prosperous New Year

FROM THE NORTH
Even though the winter was very wet and cold we were able to
get the stock looking quite good come spring. Again the grass
has been very slow until this last week when we have had some
warm rain for a change. Most of the maize crops that were
planted end of October are now taking off. The local contractor
has only just started making baleage in the last week and has
not got a lot of work booked in at this stage.
We did have some calf losses mid September due to the cold
rain and muddy conditions but since then the calves have been
quite healthy. The calving has been quite spread out and we
have had more dry cows than previous years. Most of the
empty cows were in a mob that had a bull injure himself prior to
Christmas. He was replaced by another bull a week later but
still had a big gap in their calving.
Bull sales have been reasonably steady this year, helped by
enquires from further south - thanks to Colin.
We have not been able to fill the demand for 1 year heifers for
breeding this spring. These heifers have gone to form commercial herds, 27 to one property and
they will take more if we could source them.
Tuppy has once again demonstrated the growth potential of Devon cattle with her 14 month heifers
weighing in at up to 437kgs and the 14 month bulls up to 530kgs. The top heifer doing 50kgs in
the last month. The heaviest bull being 317kgs when weaned on the 29th May 2012, now weighing
530kgs 28th November 2012.
We are in the midst of planning for the next Dargaville Fieldays to be held on 21-22-23rd February
next year. We invite all members to call on us if in the north at this time.
From the North --- we wish you all a Merry and Safe Christmas.
Arthur

Devon Meat
As members of the association we all know the great taste of Devon beef and through the growth of
Rannoch Meats others are now starting to see what we all know. Over this past year Rannoch
Meats has grown to be delivering Red Devon beef throughout the North Island.
The year started with us establishing a stand at the Hill Street Farmers Market in Wellington, where
we began selling individual cuts of meat to customers in Wellington. In order to sell through this
type of outlet, we required certification with the council and Ministry for Primary Industries
(previously called MAF). This was actually easier than I thought it was going to be. As long as
the processes for storing and transporting of meat are good and kept up to date, then nothing to
worry about.
We are now regularly selling every second Saturday at the farmers market and have built up a
following of supporters who will only buy from us and only want to buy Red Devon. The market
has also been a great way of getting our brand out there with people sampling the meat and then
purchasing a ½ or ¼ beast. The Hill Street Farmers Market is a good fit for us as all the sellers are
within 300km of Wellington and they all produce their own food. So customers know who they
are getting the food from.
The number of comments I get from people about how different our meat tastes and that they will
now only buy from us is great. I put this down to four key things that we are doing with the meat:
1. We hang our meat for 2-3 weeks before it is butchered. The aging adds a lot of flavour to the meat.
2. Our animals are killed and processed at between 18 – 24 months, when they reach a carcass
weight of 200-250kg. The younger animal means more tenderness to the beef.

3. The animals are quiet and stress free on the farm and when being processed, so no changes in the
pH of the meat.
4. Finally the Red Devon breed adds intramuscular fat to the meat.

Educating the public about what makes good meat has taken some time. The Angus breeders have
done a great job of promoting lean beef, so when people see a marbled Devon steak they are not so
sure. However just one try and they
are hooked. The older generation are
the ones who look for the marbling
and know why this improves the
cooking and flavour of the meat. We
also have to educate people about the
differences between fresh and frozen
meat. All of our meat is vacuum
packed and frozen, which puts some
people off. However for storage it is
safer to handle and as we have already
hung it for 2-3 weeks the flavour is
already there. With our meat there is
no shrinkage with water loss, so what
you see is what you get.
The other big event for us this year was an article on TVNZs ‘Sunday’ programme about Cow
Pooling. This is where 4 people get together and purchase an animal off Trade Me. 21 days later
they get it home killed, butchered and share the meat. This hour long programme talked about
Cow Pooling, talked with the supermarkets and talked with a company in the South Island
(Farmgate Meats) operating the same way we do. The comparisons were great.
For the same quantity of meat all packaged ready for the freezer, purchasing through the different
options costs:
•
•
•

Cow Pooling will cost you about $1200-$1400
Rannoch Meats model will cost you about $2000 - $2200
Supermarket will cost you about $3200 - $3400

For the hour this programme ran we had about 500 hits on our website, I fielded around 100 emails
in the days following and received about 10-20 orders. This was the single biggest best FREE
advertising I could have hoped for. Those customers are now repeat customers with many of them
continuing to purchase and needless to say they are also telling their friends about us, so building
our customer base.
Our final success in a great year was at the Steak of Origin competition. I quickly decided that this
was something we should do, so took a sirloin off one of the animals being processed that week.
No special criteria for selection of the animal whose meat was selected - just needed a sirloin so
sent one in. We were rapt when they told us we had made the semi-finals. Without doing anything
different we were in there with a chance. We didn’t make the finals, but when the full report of
results of all the classes came back we were again over the moon. Our random selection was 1st on
the tenderness rating for our class i.e. we were rated 1st in getting into the semi-final, based on the
laboratory testing of the meat. Out of a class of about 170 animals we were decidedly chuffed
about that. Will have to see if we can do better next year and convert the taste judges off the
Angus!
So after a very busy year we are still on a big growth curve, we have 150+ people on our mailing
list and this is continuing growing. We have more demand coming in and are looking to increase
supply. Graham Dyke and Chris Hehir have both supplied us over this year when we have had
more demand than we can breed. Making sure we have animals at the right weight all year round
can be difficult. This is where you in the association can benefit also. I am interested in talking to

anyone who would be interested in supplying Red Devon to us either finished or for finishing.
What we are looking for:
•
•

Red Devon heifers or steers that are between 12-24 months
Weights of 300-450kg

Preferably in the lower half of the North Island, but open to a discussion.
We are also looking at growing our own breeding cattle also, so looking for more breeding cattle.
Give me a call or email:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Julian Downs
Phone 06 304 9893
Email: Julian@rannochmeats.co.nz
Website: www.rannochmeats.co.nz

2013 looks to be a promising year with more growth on the horizon. Restaurants and cafés are the
next area to tackle as well as expanding the sales across the country.
Finally thanks to the association for putting a link on the association website
Julian Downs

A Fine Dairy Cross
My 6 Jersey Cows provide milk for the small group of calves I rear. I have 4 of these AI'D to the
Jersey for replacements and 2 to the Red Devon. This breed crosses very well with the Jersey with
easy calving and early maturing
animals. The Steers join our group of
fattening Steers and I have sold
Heifer Calves to our Neighbours for
Breeding on. I strongly recommend
the use of the Red Devon for crossbreeding purposes
Jill Wills
Jill Wills farms in central Taranaki
with her husband Jim, they farm on
475 acres of flat to rolling with some
steep country. The majority of the
property is run with an open faced Romney
breeding Flock of approx 800 head, with the
inclusion of Suffolk and Dorset Down over
some of the Flock. Jill runs the Suffolk Stud
and has the only registered pedigree Suffolk
Stud in Taranaki at this time. She recently set
up a small Dorset Down Stud also, the couple
buy in Weaner Beef X Steers and Heifers for
fattening usually Angus Hereford x or
Hereford Frisian X for the Local Trade. They
source these through Stock agents or
privately if they can get them.

Jill has a single Milking plant which she Milks
several Purebred Jersey Cows, she leaves the
cows own calves on and milks once a day in the
morning and feeds extra identified Heifer calves
which she buys in from Pedigree jersey Dairy
farmers, these calves once reared usually for 8-9
months go on to the Dairy industry. Any Bull Calves
are kept entire and sold to Bull Rearers.
She has used the Red Devon over a couple of her
Jersey Cows each year for the past approx 5 years,
and as she mentioned above any Bulls are Steered
and go with their fattening Herd and the Heifers
either go on for Breeding to a neighbouring Sheep and Beef Farmer or off to Local Trade. They
thrive on this property and Jim and Jill would Buy Red Devon X if they could source them. They
purchase any surplus Weaner purebred, Red Devon Heifers we have to spare to fatten as well.
Jill Dirksen

Your Red Devon Web Site
Don't forget that this is your Web Site where you
can promote your stud and your cattle. It is a
good place to start researching which way to plan
your breeding program with the use of
Internet Solution Animal Enquiry.
You can Sell items on the website for a small
charge of $11.50inc GST for sixty days or even have
a page for a stud profile for an annual fee of
$57.50inc GST. There is always a steady number of
people viewing the website from all over the
World, making it a good tool to promote your
stud and cattle. Items of news that you may have
can be posted on the web site so that other
members can catch up with what is going on.
A good photo can save a thousand words so with summer now here it’s time to dust off the camera
and record the improvements in your herd. You can then put the photos to good use by displaying
them on the web site.
Web master
Kevin Fletcher

Ph 06-324 8263

nzreddevons@gmail.com

Two of Clive Baker's
18 Month old bulls

Members List

As at December 2012

Northland
Baker, Clive
TE WAIRERE

1745

Beazley, Arthur
TAPUWAE

9009

Benson, Pierre
PURIRI DOWNS

1766

Dreadon, David & Sue
PENCARROW

60a Cowan Bay Rd
RD 3 Warkworth 0983
RD 2 Ruawai 0592

0394

Jones, Tuppy
THELMARA

Te Wairere
237 JV Grant Road
RD 3 Wellsford 0973
RD 1 Kaeo 0478

2005

Krissansen, Alf & Margaret
McLaughlan, Alisdair & Jean
Porter, Eileen

1888 Hwy 10
RD 1 Mangonui 0494
RD 4 Parua Bay
Whangarei 0174
RD 2 Whangarei 0172
Towai RD 2 Hikurangi 0182

p(work): 09 423 8313 Tues - Fri
mob: 027 476 0232
e: clivebaker@ihug.co.nz
p: 09 405 0690
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 422 3785
e: p.s.benson@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 439 2154
e: dreadonsd@slingshot.co.nz
p: 09 405 0800
e: tuppyj@xtra.co.nz
p: 09 436 5827
p: 09 433 1170 fax: 09 433 1170
p: 09 433 4737

Auckland/Central North Island
Askew, Lee
SHEMSHI

Aspin, Wayne & Patricia
TINPAI

1774
1729

Awhitu Heights Ltd
AWH

1780

Couch, John & Gayle
DEVAND

1750

Donovan, Mike & Jenny
PAWERA

1776

Hargreaves, Alan & Joy
KAIPAPA

1773

McConnell, Greg & Louise
HAU HIWI

Nash, Colin & Julia
WOODLANDS

Penman, Brent & Sue
OKERERU

1719
2015
1771

Power, Stewart & Joan
ISCA

Scott & Jones,
Lindsay & Linda
KAWEKA SOLO

van der Wiele & Remmelink,
Arnica & Remco
RIU NGA KAKARIKI

Wilson, Warwick & Annie
MOON RIDGE

PO Box 2674
Shortland Street
Auckland 1010
108 Te Rahu Rd
RD 3 Whakatane 3193
31 Lakemere Way
RD 1 Taupo 3377
RD 1 Helensville 0874

2031

Keeber, Paul & Penny
WINDSALOT

165 Darwin Road
Inner Kaiti
Gisborne 4010
RD 4 Waiuku 2684

1777

473E Matahi Road
RD 4 Whakatane 3194
Hau Hiwi
294A North Road
RD 6 Thames 3576
Woodlands Road
RD 2 WAIHI 3682
672 Glengarry Road
RD 2 Napier 4182
Isca Farm
RD 1 Whakatane 3191
Scott & Jones Partnership
1731 Puketitiri Road

e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:

mcconnell@no8wireless.co.nz
07 863 8833 fax: 07 863 6833
colinnash10@gmail.com
06 839 5936
morgan.horses@okereru.co.nz
07 312 9569
isca@wave.co.nz
06 839 5911

RD 4 Napier 4184

e: jones.scott@xtra.co.nz

209 Maratoto Road
RD 4 Paeroa 3674

p: 07 862 4545 fax: 07 867 7533
mob: 0272 555 514

39 Pendergrast Rd
RD 1 Pokeno 2471

e: arnica@vanderwiele.nl
p: 09 232 6886 fax: 09 232 6886
e: moonridgewine@hotmail.co.nz

1772
1749

p: 06 868 7985
mob: 0275 916 015
e: lee.askew1@googlemail.com
p: 09 235 1074 fax: 09 235 1074
e: aspin@ps.gen.nz
p: 09 235 1680 fax: 09 368 4473
mob: 021 606 127
e: ron@ron.co.nz
p: 07 308 0571 fax: 07 308 0571
e: gayle_pre@msn.com
p: 07 378 4766 fax: 07 378 4766
e: moojuice@slingshot.co.nz
p: 09 420 2063 fax: 09 420 2063
e: alan.hargreaves@bayleys.co.nz
p: 07 219 0018 mob: 021 746 160
e: ppj@farmside.co.nz
p: 07 867 7573 fax: 07 867 7573

Taranaki
Dirksen, Steve & Jill
MANU

Foreman, Stephen & Helen
RUBYFIELDS

1742
1754

Holmes, Stev & Deb
HOLMESTEAD

1783

Neilson, Rex & Marie
SNAKE GULLY

1768

Schumacher, Bob & Karen
MAUNGAWHIRI

1738

Sisson, Sally
BEACON HILL

35 Manu Road
RD 24 Stratford 4394
931 Upland Rd
RD 2 New Plymouth 4372
380 Hursthouse Road
RD9 Inglewood 4389

1732

377 Dover Road
RD 4 New Plymouth 4374
556 Upper Durham Road
RD 8 Inglewood 4388
PO Box 44
Patea 4545

p: 06 762 8803
e: sjdirksen@no8wireless.co.nz
p: 06 756 6170
e: rubyfields@farmside.co.nz
p: 06 756 9198 fax:
mob: 0274 710 921
e: s.dholmes@xtra.co.nz
p: 06 752 4158
e: marieandrex@xtra.co.nz
p: 06 756 8064
e: maungawhiri@farmside.co.nz
p: 06 273 8080
e: sallysisson@clear.net.nz

www.reddevoncattle.co.nz

Taranaki
Sutherland, Malcolm & Bridget
SUTHERLAND

Watkins & Weeks,
Janice & Rod
MOUNTVIEW

Wright, Roy, Pam & Angela
WRIGHTWAY

1775

1746
1741

424 Upland Road

p: 06 755 2503 mob: 021 638 459

RD 2 New Plymouth 4372

e: sutherlandmbnz@gmail.com

Watkins - Weeks Partnership
131 Warwick Rd

p: 06 765 8138
fax: 06 765 8138

Stratford 4332
482 Maata Rd
RD 18 Eltham 4398

e: janice.rod@xtra.co.nz
p: 06 764 8481
e: rawright@infogen.net.nz

Kaituna
RD 8 MASTERTON 5888
2 Monty's Lane
RD 1 Greytown 5794
1065 Pori Rd
RD 6 Pahiatua 4986
Trent St
Rongotea 4865
494 Makino Road
RD 9 Feilding 4779
1796 Waimarama Road
RD12 Havelock North
Brandon Hall Road
RD 1 Bulls 4894
447 Taikorea Rd
RD 3 Palmerston North 4473
Tokorangi Farm
RD 7 WANGANUI 4577
7 Holdsworth Drive
Otamatea Wanganui 4500
75 Tauhara Road
RD 9 Hastings 4112
357 Millers Road
RD 2 Pahiatua 4982

p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
P:
e:
P:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:
e:
p:

Lower North Island
Davison, Peter and Rose
Downs, Julian
RANNOCH

Dyke, Graeme
TE MAEWA

1767
1707

Fletcher, Kevin
Gates, Donald & Pearl
KARAKA

1769

Gordon, Heughan Grant
2079

Harrison, Ruth & David
HARTLAND

Hehir, Chris & Briona
MAGHERA

1709
1747

Kellick, Leslie
McDowall, Ken & Pru
ROTOKAWA

McQuade Brendan
TAUHARA

Oliver, Evan & Joanne
MAGNUM

1782
1763

Patterson, Karen &
Simons, Micheal
SPRINGBROOK

1047 Blue Mountains Road
RD 1 UPPER HUTT 5371

1783

Rippon, Rosemary
TE ORA

1758

WILLSNET

brendanmcquade@hotmail.co.nz

06 376 7727 fax: 06 376 7727
evanjo@xtra.co.nz

04 528 8272
mob: 021 797 968
e: karencpatterson@gmail.com

240 Campbells Road
RD 1 Wanganui 4571
412 Fabians Road
Greytown 5794

Wills, Don & Jeanette

06 377 5979
moos4u@xtra.co.nz
06 304 9893
julian.downs@xtra.co.nz
06 376 3966 fax: 06 376 3967
tm-reddevons@inspire.net.nz
06 3248 263
lunanbay.devons@gmail.com
06 323 3408 fax: 06 323 3408
depe@infogen.net.nz
06 874 6195 fax: 06 874 6195
hcgordon@xtra.co.nz
06 322 1805
red_cattle@xtra.co.nz
06 329 7710
hehir@inspire.net.nz
06 342 2823 fax: 06 342 2823
l.kellick@ruralinzone.net
06 347 7860 fax: 06 347 7860
rotokawa.dev@xtra.co.nz
06 874 3948 mob: 021 430 202

1786

p: 06 342 1717
e: teora.stud@gmail.com
mob: Don 021 914 631
mob: Jeanette 021 025 191 88
e: nettie.don@xtra.co.nz

South Island
Flowerday, Ross
TOBAIRLEE

Hutchison, Keith
OAK TREE

RD 3 Blenheim 7273

p: 03 578 0707 fax: 03 578 0708
e: vit.flowerday@xtra.co.nz

565 Kaka Point Road
RD 1 BALCLUTHA 9271

p: 03 412 8826 fax: 03 412 8826
e: domino.hutchison@xtra.co.nz

Mt Ross
RD 3 Middlemarch 9598

1760
1779

Leslie, Sean & Melinda

Squire, John & Sandra

40 Aporo Road
RD 1 Upper Moutere
Nelson 7173
RD 14 Cave 7984

McLennan, Geoffery &
Mullen, Michaela

89 Lee Canal Road
RD1 Outram 9073

p: 03 464 3214
mob: 0275 658 233
e: sean_melinda@hotmail.com
p: 03 540 3022
fax: 03 540 3022
e: barmer@xtra.co.nz
p: 03 614 3739 mob: 0274 355 200
e: johnsandra@farmside.co.nz
P: 03 486 2270 fax: 03 486 2521
Mob: 0274 816 826

Otago

e: waterside@farnside.co.nz

118 Lochheads Rd
RD 1 Ashburton 7771
529 Kippax Road, Bobin,
NSW, Australia, 2429

P: 03 303 9004
fax: 03 303 9006
P: +61 2 6550 5145 fax: +61 6550 5145
Mob: 0274 816 826
e: dcmckinnon@activ8.net.au

FLAX GULLY

1700

Mercer, Clive & Barbara
PASSAFORD

1743

1784

Wright, Richard & Chrisy
Kippax Valley Devon Cattle

www.reddevoncattle.co.nz

