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Presidentds comment s.

Hello,

Difficult times if you are a farmer, a very wet winter followed by a record dry summer nine
months later. On top of which we have a high dollar with low sheep and beef pricgenNer
there is dissatisfaction within the industry. Will we be able to get grass covers up before the winter?
At this stage (April 1st) the paddocks are greening up but we will need exceptionally good growing
conditions for the next eight weeks to save $ituation. Conditions for facial eczema are ideal at
the moment. On one hand we need warm damp conditions to grow grass, on the other we need
cooler nights to kill off eczema spores.

Will there be changes in the meat industry? | doubt it, by the timagnegment is found, prices
will have improved temporarily silencing critics. Until the next downturn.

It is good to hear that the two North American Devon Organisations have decided to become one.
This is a logical step and has to be a good move fdored in the States. There appears to be a
real potential for growth of the breed in that country now they have rediscovered grass fed beef.

Now a request. The Association is always looking for photos of Devon cattle for promotional
purposes. If you havaken any good quality photos that you think might be suitable please email
them to Kevin Fletcher. If you haven't taken ey, goout and have a try. If nothing else it will
make you study your cattle more closely. It's hard to get a good photo froon arpmal. We will
be running a photo competition again this year.

Lastly | have been asked to try and explain the IRL2 System. This is the system which updates the
EBV's every month and has replaced the old system which updated EBV's once a year. The new
system more closely predicts how animals mpesform With the old system it was common to find
EBV's out of line with what breeders could see happening. For example, Tilbrook Sunset originally
had an above average Milk EBV. In reality his daughters weoe milkers but it took several years
before his EBVs reflected what breeders could already see happening. The new IRL2 System
should improve this situation.
| will just run through how the system operates.

1- Information needs to be with PBB by the 2ndle# month to be included in that months

update.

2- Individual breeders will be notified by email on about the 10th, informing them if they have
new EBV's to view.

3- To access this information go to Breed Website, go to Computor Solutions, click on Down
Load File You will need a member number and password at this point, if you haven't got one
ring Linda Rule for help.

4- This should give you your EBV's for your own herd. If you have trouble downloading the file
ask Linda Rule for help.

5- These own herd group Breedpliggures will only be available to the end of the month in this
form, so print off if you want a copy.

6- Remember at the same time the own herd figures are available, the whole system is updated.
You doen't have to have entered.information the previous ntorsiie changes in your
animals EBV's. What information others enter may affect your herd. As long as the
information that we enter is good ie ( larger mob sizes, no guessing weights etc.), we are
helping one another to proof our cattle.

Colin.
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Welcome to New Member
John & Margaret Brackeinom Matawai, Gisborne

News fromthe Main Land
Mid Canterbury .

We experienced a very wet winter and cold spring, and now we are having hot and dry weather but
thankfully no harsh winds. This winteros fee
factors.

Last season | sold 42 bulls to dairy farmers, also a 1 bull and 15 heifers to a new breeder further
south. It is good to see that Red Devons arerstilarding to own and breed.

We have just marked and tagged the calves, they are @dthgonsidering the wet, cold start they

had and now the hot dry.

Hopefully we get some moisture soon for some good autumn growth. Calf sales coming up next
month, schope to see the calf selling wall the sales

Happy Easter to all

John Squire'Inwardleigh’
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Balclutha

This is roundup of news from the Balclutha area. We have been members of the association for just
a year, having purchased thirteen rispegrling heifers from John Squire of the "Inwardleigh"
herd, Cannington, South Canterbury in April 2012; And Sean and Melinda Leslie's 2012 heifer calf
drop, giving us twenty four animals to work with.
They are currently grazing on the fertile Clutha BelWe are in the process of building a new
house on a block of land we have bought near Middlemarch and a selection of the Devons will be
making the move with us. We have left them empty as rising year olds.
The season has troubled many farming atielasighout the country, particularly in the North Island
and the dry is beginning to bite in this area as well. Let's hope the rain will come soon to alleviate
the plight of rural New Zealand.

Regards, Harvey and Virginia Hutchison.

Exploring the Mainland

Steve and took the opportunity recently to visit with two of our Red Devon Breeders while we
were holidaying in the South Island. We would like to firstly thank John and Sandra Squire for
making the time for us in their busy lives, and being so welegand showing us their Herd of
Red Devons of which number 250 Breeding cows. John and Sandra live in a very attractive part of
New Zealand a place called Cave in land from Timaru.

We arrived on a very fine late spring day everything was looking vesngthough John
pointed out that up until 3 weeks earlier it looked quite different with so much rain and late spring
growth.

The herd were enjoying the i
shade when we saw them quite Lok Sa oo o i L o
aspectacldo see sanany Red : RS e AnaT O
Devons in a paddock together «
one time \ith calves at foot
with several Bulls amongst
them as well.

The farm comprises of
285Hec (706 Acres) Red Dev
cattle only are run on the
property with just a few sheep.

Cattle are fed Grass and Balage. Land contour is flat to rolling.

Johns Father stadeghe"Inwardleigh”Stud in 1953. John and Sandra run the Herd on a
Commercial Basis nowlf any of you are in the area githem a callthey would love to see you.
John has kindly accepted to give us a round up fromegtamy in ourNewsletterswhichis much
appreciated.

Our next port of call on our journey wa
to the very dramatic part of New Zealand
Middlemarch, to call on Sean aMklinda
Leslie and family. Again we had a
beautifully fine day to make the trip from
Balcluthaacrosgo Middlemarch. Vé took
our Daughter Veronica and son in Law
Sean with us this trip and they were not
disappointed

Mt Ross Station is nestled amongst th
almost alien looking landscap@er us
North Islanders used to rolling green
country side most of the time) though




Melinda who comes from the Desert in Aussie says it still looks green to her.

The property consists approximately6000 Acres of whiclkapproximately80% is Schist rock it
makes for very interesting scenery, they Fapproximately3-4000 Sheep, Merino, Ramy with
a Hampshire Stud,(for those who are not familiar with this Breed it is a Meat Breed sheep.)

Seaids Parents are running the property in partnership with Sean and Melinda. The Red Devon
Stud is Sean andelindags Sean has had the stud for a goachber of years now it comprises of
around 40 Head. Stud name "Flax Gully" his parents have a Charolais Stud also. The Breeding
cows ofapproximately100 are crossed with Red Devon &lthrolaisand produce top performing

n— o «y Cattle. Water supply is from Spas, the farm has
. historical interesalso visiblesigns of the gold
mining days very clearly seen around.

Sean loaded us into his 4x4 wagon and took us
on an extremely interesting tiki tour. He has had
Eye muscle and intramuscular fat scanning done
recenly on some of the cattle and the results are
| looking very positive. After a good look round we
~ headed back to the home stead for a picnic lunch

~ with the family. Thank you again the Leslie family
for your great hospitality hope to meet up with you
again inthe not too distant future

Editor at large Jill

News from the Northland

Hi Folks,
As has been reported on TV we are in the grips of a drought. On the East Coast we are probably
better off than those further south and those on the West Coast &argaville especially. At

S8 this time we on the East Coast still have some
rough grazing and are not short of water for
our stock. As | write this we have had a
couple of light showers, and as | type this we
have both had about 20mls each (Arthur at
Mataui Bay and myself at Mangonui) but we
are hoping for a little more tomorrow.

_ The Devons have held their own to this point
. but I would expect the calves to be a bit

- lighter at weaning. At this point our fat

~ lambs are going out 1kg lighter than expected
. arownd 17kgs dressed.

ACTIVTIES - On 17th February we attended the Broadwood A&P Show Our entries mcluded
cow Orange 686 and calf,i29month Heifers with 9 e

month calves at foot. These heifers weighed 470k&!
and their heifer calves weighed in at 308kge also
had picked 2 17month heifers out of our SR o
replacement mob the day before. These heifers
weighed 440 & 456kgs.

Next we had the Dargaville Field days with us
travelling down to Dargaville late Wednesday
afternoon to set up our stand. Due to aand being
blown to bits last year we had to redesign our stan
this year. After about 2 hours we had our pen set
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and were heading back to Davidoés for the nigh
Anow a 6yr ol do ahmglelse she was noenindted astour eepresentative. Apart
from going to Broad wood, her heifer calf of 5Smonths and being halted for 10minutes had no
previous handling. |l 6m pleased to say that b
The following Saturday we took tlsame team to Kaitaia A&P as had gone to Broadwood. Again

we came away with our share of

ribbons.

('} It was great to have our life member

Eileen Porter as well as Betty Seager

and Alf and Marg Krissansen helping

David & Sue Dreadon, Tuppy Jones

& Jamii Kinggon promote our Devon

Breed.

Arthur

Facial eczema and aquifers!

Hmmmé. this is an unusual c o mbi nfadaleozemamch d | h
Albrechtsoil balancing as mentioned on our stud introduction on the Red Devon website so |
thought if | mentioned aquifers then | might get more readership interest in the topic!

| sure everyone knows about facial eczema, knows there are zinc products to aid in preventing
livestock from displaying clinical signs and various products to helpttreatlinical disease this
spore (from fungus Pithomyces) does to livestiotlowever | do believe that we are not really
looking at a possible solution to the problem the correct way.

Why are so many of our animals being poisoned or killed by the effetttis dungal toxin?

If we can ignore for the moment that farmers are in effect selecting for and breeding from FE
susceptibldivestock and climate change, could another reason for the number of clinical cases be
due in part in the way we are fertilisiogr land? | have anecdotal evidence that this may be so!

Living on the Hauraki Plains has over the years enabled me to note that there many factors that
influence the clinical cases of FE in dairy stock and | just want to mention fertiliser pracéites th
have been implemented on the dairy farm which has peat soil (which is consolidating fast in all
these dry years suffered lately) and theotfrblock where the Red Devon and dairy replacement
stock reside which has a large variety of soil types givieat is seen when going a Phr post

hole dig!

Over the last 30 years Greg has always been keen on an annual application of lime for the whole
peat farm (with larger amounts going onto the crop paddocks that are stumped and then planted in a
maize croppnd this has been the basis of a soil fertiliser program. Also added were potassium,
phosphate, sulphur/sulphate and trace elements and in the last 13 years this fertiliser program has
been tweaked to attempt to work towards balancing the cationsgibivply charged elements) in

line with the teachings of William Albrecht. The roff block has also been fertilised in the same

way since 2000. What | have found over the many years of doing spore counting for FE is that |
could not put the spommount figures from the two farms into the local Waikato collection for

publishing relative risk for local farmers as the counts were always so low compared to the other
spore counts done from the monitor farms within the district. =~ Thatisnottb sayt we dondt
have clinical FE cases, as we have had several cases but we use zinc sporadically if at all. ~ There
will always be O6hot spotsd or high spore coun
tests a tiny portion of a paddock.

The dairy farm is surrounded by other farmers, some who spore count for FE and in the 2011 year
where there were so many cases of FE and when hundreds of cows in our district died from FE or



wasted away and subsequently died at calving or died when comiagpeak lactationthe

highest count on the dairy farm was 40,000 and yet our immediate neighbour (same soil type) who
uses vast quantities of urea and little, if any, lime had counts regularly over 500,000 and at times
over 1 million. (Spore countsrer 100,000 are dangerous and even counts rising rapidly from

20,000 to 60,000 can cause serious damage to a liver as it is the immature spores that are so toxic).

So what is this cation balancing that William Albrecht identified as being so importantifding
soil correctly? If the soil cations are balanced and soil biology is present then plant health in this
soil would be at optimum which would then lead to healthy animals/humans.

| will leave you toGoogleinformation about ProfessdYilliam Albrechtor direct you to his papers
which were collected by ¢&hlate Charles Walters and printed in several books which are still being
published to this day but to cut right down to the quick if you could get your soil to have about 65
75% calcium in base saturation terms;1E26 magnesium,-8% potassium and 1% s#&sodium)

you will set the foundation frame within the soil so that it could breathe, percolate water and house
an army of soil bugs which will eventually enable the production of healthy plants less bothered
with insect damage, bacterial or fungal damage this would enable livestock to have fewer health
problems. When the soil gets to a pH of 6.4 with the major cations at the desired Albrecht
percentages the soil structure will change.

There are of course different soil types, peat soils are hudfdyedit from clay soils, which are of

course very different from ash soils. Also, some soils have high CEC or cation exchange capacity,
organic matter and may have high humus levels and others like sandy soil will have low organic
matter and alow CEC.Al br echt 6s i deal base saturation pe
depending upon the soil type and if you wish to progress down this path you can seek out a
consultant or do the learning yourself and make a go at it. Generally consultants will semd to

the soil to the USA and a Brookside soil test analysis is done.

Currently there are comments from the fiexpert
shooting the messengers as evidenced by the visit by a world renowned agronomidtttoetdica

Arden Andersen. (Arden sees the clinical cases with nutrient deficiencies and cancer in the human
population and sees the link and has proven to himself that his clients can produce high brixing

crops where animals flourish). However, havw¢he fexpertso actually go
of dirt and have they practiced these principles for a decade or more and proved or disproved
Al brecht dés findings? I am certainly not g

have seettoo many positive changes on the two farms and | will encourage other farmers to open
their eyes and consider that there are other options to the current non sustainable farming practices
that farmers are being trapped in today.

Aregular criticismistia you dondt yelddoohgAtbechabaldncirdg hnd that may

well be true, but | have seen bettgiality pasture as measured with a refractometer with higher brix
readings (squeeze the juice from pasture and put it on a refractometereahtbeiards light and

take a reading costs zero cents to do this once you have brought the instrument and a lot of Kiwi
fruit growers are going out of business so there should be some cheap instruments around). If you
need any validation about the li& species ability to know what is best to eat at any time of the

day then watch and test what they are eating. It is quite an eye opener.

I have watched heifers wander i actualytlisphddocle ! v p
hasmanyspeeis i ncl uding fiweedso | i ke docks. On t
were the docks and when | brixed the leaves they were eating they were several brix points higher
than the grass species in the paddock. Cattle will always eagtieshbrix plants first. If you

measure the brix readings on rye or other common grasses you will find that the grass tips have the
highest reading, the miskction a lower brix reading and the bit near the ground is the lowest brix.

The exception | hae found was prairie grass and the same brix reading was found at the tip, the
mid-section and the lower section and cows would often eat the whole plant when they found this in
the pasture! When cows only have one or two species of plant to eatddazigavhich

unfortunately the norm these days, you will see them graze all the tips off first and when they are
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gone then will come back and eat the next section and will tend to leave the rest as it is too low in
brix to eat. They will also know what the best hay to eat if there is a choice with one batch
coming from a conventional farm and the other coming from an Albrecht balanced soil. They
dondt need to taste or smel]l it to know so |
emitted/reflected by high brix plants.

Another criticism put forward by detractors is that it costs more to apply the appropriate cations
(different types of fertilisers) to balance a
theirsoilsiwor k wi t hin their budget they have ear m:
be achieved one in a year and can take 5 to 20 years to balance! It can take as long as finances
allow so the goal is to put on the ingredients that move the catwasd the values desired by

Albrecht. The soil biology does not take kindly to huge amounts of any soil amendments so

lighter smaller amounts are a good solution.

So what about aquifers? There have been some interesting comments from farmeingsabout

Asummer dryo as it has been call ed. Comment s
have never had these streams go dry beforeodo o
pumps for watero or fAmy bore has suddenly dri

The curent industrial agriculture that is being practiced natiate | believe has a lot to answer

for. Under the current high nitrogen input farming there has been a corresponding decrease in
carbon in the soil and this is documented wavide. Stable cadn in the soil is generally

recognised to be able to hold 4 parts of water to each part of carbon. If we are losing our carbon
from the soil we are also losing our water holding capacity. Not only does this happen but with the
huge increase in chemicgprays applied to farm land with the corresponding damage to the soill
food web is it any surprise that earthworm counts are low. The activities of arthropods and worms
in the soil allow for tunnels for the percolation of rain water. So not only @leaging carbon

and hence water holding capacity lug are losing the ability of water to soak into the graund

Also, with a cation balance far from idéa¢.g. calcium base saturation being very low and
magnesium being well above 15% you will fine: thoil so hard and compacted and if wet,

anaerobic as well, that it cannot support the life of the soil bugs so perhaps you can start to
appreciate that there may be reasons why rain water just runs off land rapidly now to flood those
unfortunate to live o the low lands and hence the reason for streams drying up and aquifers not
recharging.l do believe there is now more nitrogen being applied to hill country where once it was
mainly dairy farmers on the easier country. This does not bode well forttine &f our farms, our

water supplies and our future.

| would recommend you get familiar with Graham Shepherds visual soil assessment program and
start digging some holes on your farm, take some measurements and document what you see and
find. If you see trend that says your soil is getting worse with your current fertiliser program with
each test then perhaps you will agree that it is now the time to start looking for a new solution and
reverse this trend.

Louise

Just a thought

Is it time to look ovethe farm gate for a new kind of customer with an open mind to source there
food direct from the producer. A ground swell of resentment is growing at the processors and
suppliers of food were produce from New Zealand is sold overseas ademttessor astomers are
misled as to the content and origin of the product. If we allow the meet industry to produce
ingredients for a la carte burgers and poor cuts of meat with the result that this will be all the public
will expect of the producers of beef. Maerd more comments are made in the media that red meat
should be cut out of the diet. If the consumers are given the opportunity to purchase well prepared
beef highlighting beef as part of a healthy balanced diet. This opportunity has been taken up by a
couple of our members and recognition is being received in around the country. In the Wellington



some cafés are looking to source Red Devon beef locally as well as individual consumers. In

Auckl and a chef Kevin Bl akemendeavaursot e i n his b
One more thing | came across, and the inspiration for this article was Rannoch meats, |
had heard of them before with them
being semifinalists at the 2012 NZ
beef and lamb steak of origin
competition and through various
avenues when tryingp find
alternative and unique suppliers for
work.
awl yy20K aSlkaa A
Red Devon cattle and sells direct to
the public. They farm kill to order and
so the beef consumers get has not |
been man handled multiple times
over multiple months. Consuens
have the satisfaction of knowing the source and that the product is aged for three
$SS1a YR Aa o0SUGSNI GIfdzS (22X
Not only can they know where their beef comes from but they can buy good quality
aged beef cheaper than through the supermarket or b&diJb ¢

They produce beef following two key principles, animals MUST live in a stress free,
grass fed environment and providing quality beef for consumers in not just New
Zealand but Worldwide.
. 2dz R2y Qi S@Sy KI@S (2 S| @Souhavdamogfichdza S> @&
of buying in bulk either, a ¥, ¥ or whole carcass. There are the 10kg BBQ packs or you
Oty S@Sy o60dz2 AYRAGARdAzZ f Odzia 6KAOK | NB 2dza
delivered!

For more information jump onto their websitr@nnochmeats.co.nzo see some

beautiful pics and read more.

So again why buy from the supermarkets there is no connection between the animal

YR GKS YSIOZ @22dz R2y Qi 1y26 o6KSWE 2N gKSY

killed, was it treated well or shoved into a van and off you go. Just because you go to

your supermarket or eccentric butcher franchise and buy the meat with a sticker on

saying best beef in New Zealand basically means nothing, however go to ydur loca

butcher, farmers market or buy directly from producers and you can speak to them

about the passion they have for animals and they should know everything about how

the animal got from the farm to potentially your plate.

To read more follow this link Kevin Blakeman
Is it time to consider how you promote your asset and the potential of your Red Devon Cattle? A
growing number of consumers now want to krtbe whole story from farm to plate. They want to
hear that the meat they are eating is the best top quality gragsefefefdom Red Devon Cattle.

Kevin F
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News Roundup

Devon Cattle Breederds spring show and sale a
KnowstoneMajor, by Thorndale Fitzroy 4 from John Stanbury, South Molton sold for 5,200gns
(E£5,460)

Averageprices

Bulls, £2,793; ircalf heifers, £1,333.50; maiden heifers, £1,060&0n morethan 70 Red Devons
thatwent under the hammero read more follow this link Farmers Guardian

The Website

Donét forget that your website is aaredeingore!| | en
your farm. If you have any thing you would like to pass on to other memeaensuld be more
than happy to either put your article into the Newsletter orontheivéb6 s t i me t o t el |

about your wonderful secret RED DEVON CATTL E

We are running a Photo Competition again this year with the winner announced at the AGM so
have a look at the pics you taken of your marvellous cattle and be in tédR@membeto have

your cattle sharp so you can put them in the best light

Check out the web site for forth coming events fi®eef + Lamb New Zealand

TAPUWAE
Red Devon Stud Sale

Here is an opportunity to procure some oftitye female Red Devons Cattle in New Zealand
Donét miss this chance®Mag20i3hey have to
All stock is registered and recorded in breed plan
For full details contact Arthur Beazley
09 405 0690
Or
e-mail tuppyj@xtra.co.nz




