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Welcome to the December Newsletter

A Xmas message from the Chair

Greetings to members 
As Christmas approaches we look forward to a bit of a break and the opportunity to catch up with friends and family. 
I hope the weather has been kind to farming operations in your part of the country, in Hawke’s Bay it is drying out and the water tables are extremely low with water restrictions coming into force. Feed covers at Te Wai are good though and the bulls are just going out to some fat, shiny cows.
What has been noticeable over the last year or two are the rapidly increasing costs associated with both doing business and living. The Association has not been immune from this and we have seen costs charged to us by our two main service providers, PBBNZ and ABRI, increase by around 50%. This has put the Association in a precarious position. We have drafted a budget for the 2026 year which predicts a loss in excess of $9000. This is without inclusion of any discretionary expenditure such as advertising and promotion. 
The council are currently looking at what options we have available but even an increase in dam fees of $10/hd would not be sufficient to cover the shortfall so other avenues must be explored. Any suggestions are welcome, contact  a council member. However continuing with the status quo is not an option as our reserves will be exhausted in a couple of years. 
What we really need is for more commercial farmers to discover that cattle come in colours other than black and Devons have a lot of good traits that are beneficial to breeding cow herds.
On a more positive note sheep and beef schedules show no signs of decreasing as usually happens in the lead up to Christmas and our politicians are more predictable than the dickhead in charge of the USA. 
A rethink of sale prices for may be called for in light of the fact that 2yr bulls are making around $3000 in the works and heifers $2000+. Our well bred recorded cattle should be commanding a reasonable premium above these levels so don’t sell too cheaply. 
Finally wishing you a Merry Christmas and happy new year. Our thoughts are with our secretary, Lindy Lawrence who is dealing with a tragic event at what is supposed to be a festive time.

Heughan


Recent sales excluding GST

Yearling commercial bull $3000
Two year old commercial bull $5000
20 months old commercial heifer VIC $2100
18 months old registered heifers VIC $1950
14 months old registered bull $3800
15 months old registered horned bull $3500
Yearling steers $1310
Yearling crossbred heifers $1310
Crossbred 4 day old bobby calves $200
15 Month commercial bull $1800 (contracted prior to the lift in prices)
Prime 3 year old heifer $3024

It would be much appreciated if members could send in their sales prices to dirk@sieling.nz 
so they can be reported to our members.

For a bit of Xmas reading please find attached separately a copy of the Brazilian Devon 2025 yearbook. You will find an article on the New Zealand Devons on pages 47 and 48.

Seasons Greetings

Dirk



COUNCIL:

	Heughan Gordon 
	Ph. 027 874 6195 
	hcgordon@xtra.co.nz

	Jarred Sircombe
	Ph. 027 485 2733
	mmreddevon@gmail.com

	Lesley Holdstock
	Ph. 03 329 0093
	trev_holdstock@yahoo.com

	Stephen Harris
	Ph. 07 880 9955
	savkharris@yahoo.co.nz

	Colleen Hunter
	Ph  0210479471
	reddevonbeef@hotmail.com

	
For newsletter material contact:
	
	

	Dirk Sieling
	Ph. 021 154 0123
	dirk@sieling.nz

	
	
	
	

	
	Secretary: Lindy Lawrence

	Ph.: 
Mail:
e-mail:
	06-323 4484 / fax: 06-323 3878
PO Box 503, Feilding.4740
lindy@pbbnz.com
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Important Dates to Remember
	30th September
	Annual animal pre-list dam fees invoiced

	31st December
	Balance Date; end of financial year

	31st January
	Calf entry sheets cut off

	30th April
	Membership Subscriptions Invoiced

	May 2023
	AGM

	30th June
	Animal Disposal List (ADL) sent out

	30th July

	Deadline to return ADLs, by post or email to Lindy Lawrence at PBB lindy@pbbnz.com 
Please note no cow credits for ADL’s returned after the 15th August

	10th August
	Calf Entries start

	2nd of every month
	Group Run Cut off for the performance recording reports




www.reddevoncattle.co.nz
[image: ]
image1.png




image2.png




